The  Commemorative 


The  Journal  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
P .  O .  Box  302>  Huntington  Beach ,  CA  92648-0302 
Membership:  $20  per  year  includes  journal  subscription 


FALL  -  1993  VOLUME  11  -  # 1 


In  this  issue ... 


SOME  MUSINGS  ABOUT 
MODERN  COMMEMORATIVES 


SOCIETY  EOR  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


A  Not- tor- Pro  fit  Corporation 

S«.viet\  Mailing  Address:  Helen  L.  Carmody  (714)  960-2925 

SUSCC 

(General  correspondence,  P.  O.  Box  302 

dues,  donations,  etc.)  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648-0302 

Journal  Mailing  Address:  Helen  L.  Carmody  (714)  960-2925 

SUSCC 

(Letters  to  the  Editor,  P.  O.  Box  302 

articles,  photos,  etc.)  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648-0302 

Society  Officers :  August  1993  to  August  1994 

President  .  Helen  L.  Carmody 

Vice  President  . Anthony  Swiatek 

Secretary  .  Jane  E.  Benson 

Treasurer  .  Frank  W.  DuVal  1 

YN  Rep  .  Keith  Dooley 

Historian,  Librarian  &  Program  Chairperson  . Anthony  Swiatek 

Communications  Chairperson  . Les  D.  Watson 

Publicity  Chairpersons  . Jerry  Yahalom  & 

Danny  C.  Hoffman 

ANA  Club  Reps  .  Frank  W.  DuVall  & 

Helen  L.  Carmody 

Journal  Editor  .  Helen  L.  Carmody 


2 


Welcome  to  The  Commemorative  Trail  Fall  Issue  -  1993 


*  *  * 


We  hope  you  believe  our  journal  is  meeting  your  requirements  for  informative  ami  entertaining 
reading.  However,  without  your  input  we  are  unable  to  fulfill  our  responsibilities  to  present  the  “ best 
bargain  in  numismatics.  ”  Please  submit  your  articles  today ;  we  need  your  involvement  to  make  this 
publication  ours  in  every  sense  of  the  word l 
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COVER  PHOTO:  “Some  Musings  About  Modern  Commemoratives”  by  Q.  David  Bowers  is 
featured  in  this  issue  ot  U\e  Commemorative  Trail  (page  18).  Most  of  our  members  are  familiar  with 
the  abuses  in  our  “older”  commemorative  coin  programs.  Now  Dave  gives  his  assessment  of  what’s 
w  rong  vv  ith  our  modern  commemorative  programs.  Are  we  not  experiencing  d6j&  vu?  This  article  should 
have  members  rushing  to  write  to  their  congressmen,  as  we  are  the  ones  “footing  the  bill.” 


PLEASE  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 


Our  “Founding  Father,”  Frank  VV. 

DuV  all  (LM-001 ,  AL),  will  be  our  guest  speaker 
for  the  Society  meeting  at  this  year’s  FUN  Show. 

His  presentation  of  “1893  Commemorative 
Coins— An  Intriguing  Insight”  will  bring  to  light 
facts  regarding  these  issues  about  which  most  of 
us  are  unaware.. .until  we  hear  what  Frank  has  to 
say  on  Saturday,  January  8,  1994,  at  9  a.m. 

Please  join  us! 

Coin  World  Editor,  Beth  Deisher  (R- 

2027,  OH),  has  graciously  accepted  our  invitation 
to  address  her  fellow  Society  members  at  the 
ANA  Early  Spring  Convention,  Saturday, 

March  5,  1994,  at  9  a.m.  As  we  went  to  press,  Beth  advised  she  will  talk  about  the  proliferation  of 
modern  commemoratives  and  its  effect  on  collecting  now  and  in  the  future.  This  will  be  a  program  well 
worth  attending,  and  we  hope  everyone  who  is  in  New  Orleans  will  be  there.  Our  meeting  will  be  held 
in  the  New  Orleans  Convention  Center,  Room  16. 


SOCIETY  MEETINGS 


r 

. 

A 

*  *  * 


Keeping  the  Lines  of  Communication  Open 

by  Les  D.  Watson  (R-1550,  CA) 

For  some  time  now,  members  have  asked  whether  back  issues  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  were 
available.  The  Society  does  not  keep  a  supply  of  its  past  publications.  (First,  it  was  a  “newsletter,”  and 
that  eventually  evolved  into  the  award-winning  “journal”  we  have  today.) 

We  plan  to  accept  orders  for  back  issues— Xeroxing  copies  from  my  personal  set.  I  have  been 
advised  that  at  least  25  orders  for  each  issue  must  be  received  before  I  will  be  able  to  start  this  project. 
When  I  have  sufficient  orders,  I  will  notify  you  as  to  the  estimated  cost  of  copying  plus  postage  for  those 
issues  in  which  you  are  interested.  Orders  will  be  taken  for  complete  issues  only— not  for  articles 
contained  in  an  issue.  This  will  be  a  massive  undertaking,  but  the  Society  wants  to  meet  the  needs  of 
all  members  who  wish  to  complete  their  libraries. 
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Please  note  only  primary  features  in  each  issue  are  indicated.  There  are  discrepancies  as  to 
normal  volume-and-number  sequence  in  that  volume  numbers  do  not  correspond  to  the  years  in  which 
they  were  published.  I  have  asked  Editor,  Helen  L.  Carmody,  to  consider  changing  the  next  issue  to 
Vol.  11,  No.  1,  to  show  that  the  Society’s  publication  is  now  in  its  eleventh  year.  This  she  has  agreed 
to  do.  Of  course,  this  may  prove  confusing  in  identifying  past  issues,  but  it  will  put  the  Society  on  the 
correct  “trail”  from  this  point  on. 


SUSCC  NEWSLETTER  -  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  RECAP 


1983 

Issue  #1 

24  pgs 

1984 

Issue  #1 

23  pgs 

Issue  #2 

26  pgs. 

Issue  #3 

14  pgs. 

Issue  #4 

20  pgs, 

1985  Issue  #1  20  pgs. 


Issue  #2  40  pgs. 


Issue  #3  44  pgs. 


Issue  #4  44  pgs. 


Bylaws,  Commemorative  Hotline,  Swiatek  Numismatic  Report ,  Vol.  2 
No.  9,  [Grant  With  Star]  Numismatic  Investment  Journal  Retail  Price 
Review ,  Vol.  2  No.  3,  Treasurer’s  Report,  Exclusive-Hawaiian 
Designer’s  Estate 

1st  CDN  Commem  Listing- 1/3/69,  Observations  on  the  Coin  Market, 
Report  of  8/20/83  Meeting,  Mike  DeFalco  Newsletter  [Oregon  Trail 
Analysis!,  Ft.  Vancouver  Stolen  Horde,  BTW  Brochure 

Swiatek  Numismatic  Report,  Vol.  3  Nos.  3,4  [Commemorative  Holders] 

August  1984:  Observations  of  Ray  Mercer  (New  Editor),  No.  15  York, 
Roanoke  Documentation,  No.  1  Pan-Pac  Set 

December  1984:  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “What  Makes  A  Coin  MS-65?” 
(Ray  Mercer),  “We’ll  Never  Know”  (Helen  L.  &  Donald  L.  Carmody), 
“How  I  Got  Started  In  Commemoratives”  (Joseph  M.  Wesp),  Report 
on  10/5/84  Long  Beach  Expo  Meeting,  No.  122  Cincinnati  Set 

March  1985:  Editorial  Comments,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “What’s  A 
Detracting  Mark?”  (Ray  Mercer),  “Buying  Tips”  (Ray  Mercer),  “What 
Fun  Is  Collecting  If  You  Can’t  Buy  The  Coins”  (Ray  Mercer),  Holders: 
Vermont,  Robinson- Arkansas,  New  Rochelle 

July  1985:  Editorial  Comments,  Club  News,  Letters  to  the  Editor, 
Officers’  Departments,  “Observations”  (Gerald  Blum),  “The  Tough 
Ones’”  (David  Niemeyer),  “MS-64  -  Fact  or  Fantasy”  (Brad  Karoleff), 
“Buying  Tips”  [Columbia,  S.C.]  (Ray  Mercer),  “The  Wells  Fargo 
‘Keepsake’  Coin”  (Anthony  Swiatek),  1944  Buying  Prices,  McKinley 
$1  Pattern,  Checks  &  Envelopes  (York,  New  Rochelle,  Elgin) 

Fall  1985:  Editorial  Comments,  Tab-Mark  Toning,  Albany  Envelope, 
Letters  to  the  Editor,  Doubled  Die  Stone  Mountain,  Officers’ 
Departments,  “A  March  Through  History”  (Joe  Wesp),  “Observations 
From  Reno”  (Gerald  Blum),  “Commemorative  Coins  -  Hawaii”  (Irving 
Kam),  “Making  A  Pass”  (Tom  Best),  “A  Rose  Is  A  Rose!”  (Bob  Colby), 
BTW  and  Long  Island  Documentation,  “Buying  Tips”  [Robinson- 
Arkansas]  (Ray  Mercer) 

Winter  1985:  Editorial  Comments,  Club  News,  Letters  to  the  Editor, 
No.  18  Cleveland,  Officers’  Departments,  “From  Ingot  To  Coin, 
Or. ..‘So  You  Want  To  Start  A  Mint?’”  (Bill  Fivaz),  “Views  From 
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1986  Issue  #1  44  pgs. 


Issue  #2  44  pgs. 


Issue  #3  44  pgs. 


1987  Issue  #1  44  pgs. 


Reno”  (Gerald  Blum),  “Choosing  The  Right  Dealer”  (Tom  Best),  “A 
View  From  The  Auction  Floor”  (Steve  Pastorius),  “Commemorative 
Memorabilia”  (David  Niemeyer),  Bridgeport  3-Coin  Holder  &  Mailing 
Box,  “Die  Characteristics”  (Steve  Szenay),  “Buying  Tips”  1 1 934- P 
Texas |  (Ray  Mercer) 

Spring  1986:  Editorial  Comments,  Club  News,  Norfolk,  New  Rochelle, 
Texas,  Gettysburg  Documentation,  1936  Mehl  Price  List,  Letters  to  the 
Editor,  The  Counterfeit  Detector  (Pan-Pac  $1  Gold,  Grant  $1  Gold), 
Officers’  Departments,  “Die  Characteristics”  [Vermont,  Hawaiian,  Ft. 
Vancouver,  Spanish  Trail,  Rhode  Island ]  (Steve  Szenay),  “New 
Discoveries”  [Columbia  S.C.  Time  Capsule|  (John  Flitter),  “A 
Discussion  Of  Coin  Storage  Methods”  (Otto  Coldiron),  “Buying  Tips” 
[California  Jubilee]  (Ray  Mercer),  “Pan-Pac  Half  Dollar  RPM”  (Bill 
Fivaz),  “Cleveland  Commemorative  &  Holder”  (Brad  Karoleff),  “  1934- 
D  Oregon  Trail  -  Triple  Obv.  Die”  (Bill  Fivaz),  “Circulated 
Commemorative  Issues”  (Anthony  Swiatek) 

Summer  1986:  Bylaws,  Editorial  Comments,  Columbian  Expo  Leather 
Pouch,  Town  Medals  Issued  for  Conn.  Tercentenary,  Club  News, 
Columbian  Expo  Presentation  Case,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  Sesqui 
“Bardell  Miniatures”  Holder,  Officers’  Departments,  “Tips  On  Mailing 
Coins”  (Bill  Fivaz),  “Here  Once  The  Embattled  Farmers  Stood”  (Mike 
Garofalo),  “Buying  Tips”  [Albany]  (Ray  Mercer),  “Commemorative 
Research  Project  Proposal”  (Michael  Sullivan),  “Die  Abrasions  Or 
Planchet  Abrasions?”  (Bill  Fivaz) 

Fall  1986  Vol.  3  No.  1:  Editorial  Comments,  Release  of  The  Oregon 
Trail  Memorial  Half-Dollar  (1926-1939)  by  Bert  Webber,  Club  News, 
Columbia  S.C.  Documentation,  Counterfeit  Analyses  [Cincinnati, 
Hawaiian,  Hudson],  BTW  Christmas  Card,  Cleveland  Expo  Admission 
Ticket,  Officers’  Departments,  Stone  Mountain  Christmas  Card,  “A 
Vermont  Diary”  (Mike  Garofalo),  “Captain  Cook/Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
Research”  (Gloria  Peters),  “Auction  Results  Past  and  Present”  (Michael 
Sullivan),  “Obverse  or  Reverse?”  (Mike  Fuljenz),  Norfolk 
Documentation,  “New  Findings  on  Columbia  Half’  (John  Flitter), 
“Looking  At  Your  Coins”  (Steve  Szenay),  “Symbolism  On  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coinage”  (Debbie  Wilanowski),  “The  Commem  Buddy 
System”  (Bob  Colby) 

Winter-Spnng  1987,  Vol.  3  No.  2:  Editorial  Comments,  Excerpts  from 
B.  Max  Mehl’s  1937  The  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States, 
Club  News,  10/15/36  Price  List  of  Joseph  Barnet,  Connecticut  Box, 
Gettysburg  Documentation,  Officers’  Departments,  “Jacques  Schmer 
And  The  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Commemorative  Half 
Dollar”  (Mike  Carter),  “An  Open  Letter  On  The  Columbia  Time 
Capsule”  (John  Flitter),  “Grant  Star  One  Dollar  Gold”  (Steve  Szenay), 
“YN  Activities  For  ANA  Conventions”  (David  Massey),  1/31/30 
Andrew  Mellon  Letter  to  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Coinage, 
Weights  and  Measures  (Larry  Goldberg),  Papers  from  L.  W.  Hoffecker 
Collection  (Larry  Goldberg),  Plaster  Molds  of  Spanish  Trail  (Larry 


6 


Goldberg),  Columbia  S.C.  Wooden  Nickels  (John  Flitter),  “Islands  or 
Volcanoes?”  [Hawaiian]  (Danny  West) 


1987  Issue  M2  40  pgs. 


1988  Issue  Ml  28  pgs. 


Issue  M2  28  pgs. 


Issue  M3  24  pgs. 


Issue  M4  40  pgs. 


1989  Issue  Ml  50  pgs. 


Winter  1987,  Vol.  4  No.  1:  Constitution  First-Strike  Ceremony  Photos, 
Editorial  Declaration,  Officers’  Departments,  “My  Reactions  As 
Outgoing  President  To  The  Society’s  Annual  Meeting  In  Atlanta” 
(Helen  L.  Carmody),  Election  Results  -  1987-88  Officers,  “Marketing 
The  Stone  Mountain  Commemorative,  North  And  South”  (Charles 
Barasch),  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “Counterfeit  Spanish  Trail  Surfaces  At 
Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society  Convention”  (Steve  Szenay),  SUSCC 
FUN  Auction  Lot  Description,  “Who  Am  I?”  (Quiz]  (Anthony  Swiatek) 

Editorial  Declaration,  Officers’  Departments,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “The 
FUN  Show  Review”  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  FUN  Auction  Prices 
Realized,  “3,214Hawaiians  Melted!”  (Gloria Peters),  “The  York  County 
Mystery”  (Mike  Garofalo),  “A  Slab  Investor’s  Discovery”  (Tom  Best), 
“First  Strikes”  [Constitution  Striking  Ceremony]  (Paul  Green),  “It's 
Commemorative  Quiz  Time  Once  Again!!!”  (Anthony  Swiatek) 

Spring  1988  Vol.  4  No.  3:  Editorial  Declaration,  Officers'  Departments, 
Club  News,  “Our  Numismatic  Heritage”  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  “Frank 
Vittor,  Pittsburgh  Sculptor”  (Wayne  Homren),  ANA  Midwinter  and 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Convention  Reports  (Helen  L. 
Carmody),  ANA  Auction  Lot  Description,  “A  Journey  Along  The  Trail” 
(Anthony  Swiatek) 

Summer  1988  Vol.  4  No.  4:  NLG  Club  Publication  Award,  Editorial 
Declaration,  Election  Results  -  1988-89  Officers,  “Go  For  The  Gold  And 
Silver!  ”  [  1988  Olympic  Coin  Striking  Ceremony]  (Helen  L.  Carmody), 
Long  Beach  Expo  and  ANA  Annual  Convention  Reviews  (Helen  L. 
Carmody),  Value  of  $50  Commem  Investment  After  39  Years  (Anthony 
Swiatek),  “The  Conestoga  Wagon”  [Quiz]  (Anthony  Swiatek),  ANA 
Convention  Auction  Prices  Realized,  Counterfeit  Analysis  (Grant  With 
Star,  Sesqui  $2-1/2  Gold),  Gettysburg  and  San  Diego  Postcards 

Fall  1988  Vol  5,  No.  1:  October  Long  Beach  Expo  Meeting  Photos, 
Editorial,  Officers'  Departments,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  Long  Beach  Expo 
Review  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  “How  to  be  a  HERO”  (Tom  Best), 
Political  Editorial,  “Grant  Star  Commemorative  Halves  -  A  Study  of 
Die  States”  (Jerry  Bobbe),  Consumer  Alert,  “Truly  ‘The  Sale  of  the 
Century’”  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  “The  Lafayette  Dollar”  (Tom  Culhane), 
“An  Interview  with  Patricia  Lewis  Verani”  (Mike  Garofalo),  Panama- 
Pacific  $50  Giveaway,  FUN  Auction  Lot  Description 

Winter  1989  Vol.  5,  No.  2:  Editorial,  Officers’  Departments,  Club 
News,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  1920  Die-Clashed  Pilgrim  Photo,  FUN 
Show  Review  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  “FUN  Show  Review  2009”  (Mike 
Garofalo),  Long  Beach  Expo  Review,  Long  Beach  Society  Meeting, 
Photos:  BTW  Christmas  Card,  San  Diego  Holder  and  Envelope,  Stone 
Mountain  Southern  States  Life  Insurance  Co.  Box,  Stone  Mountain  Retail 
Credit  Company  Holder,  Stone  Mountain/Bemard  Baruch  Holder,  Stone 
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Issue  #2  60  pgs. 


Issue  #3  48  pgs. 


1990  Issue  #1  48  pgs. 


Issue  #2  48  pgs. 


Issue  #3  48  pgs. 


Mountain  Atlanta  Journal  Holder,  Buyer's  Guide  [The  Isabella 
Quarter|  (Ray  Mercer),  “The  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  Hall  Dollar  - 
Genuine  and  Counterfeit”  (Steve  Szenay),  “The  Celebration  of  the 
Pilgrims”  (Mike  Garofalo),  Consumer  Alert,  MTB  Banking  Corporation 
Book  Giveaway,  April  Auction  Lot  Description,  Lexington  Envelope. 

Summer  1989  Vol.  5  No.  3:  Editorial,  Officers’  Departments,  Letters 
to  the  Editor,  Comprehensive  Listing  of  Commemorative  Coins  ( 1892- 
1989)  [Number  and  Type  by  Year;  Non-Gold  and  Gold  Listings  by 
Type,  Date,  Mintage,  Denomination  and  Designer],  ANA  Midwinter 
and  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Conventions  Reviews  (Helen  L. 
Carmody),  Election  Platforms  for  1989-1990,  Buyer’s  Guide 
[Lafayette]  (Ray  Mercer),  “The  ‘SLAB’  versus  ‘NON-SLAB’ 
Controversy"  (Mike  Garofalo),  Stock  Certificate  (World’s  Columbian 
Exposition),  Reprint  from  3/23  The  Numismatist  [“United  States  Souvenir 
Coins  and  Their  Prices”  by  Thomas  L.  Elder],  ANA  Certification 
Serv  ice  Counterfeit  Detection  Reports  (Hawaiian,  Hudson,  Spanish  Trail , 
Ft.  Vancouver) 

Fall  1989  Vol.  5.  No.  4:  Editorial,  Officers’  Departments,  Letters  to 
the  Editor,  Long  Beach  Expo  and  ANA  98th  Annual  Convention  Review 
(Helen  L.  Carmody),  Photo  of  Windshield  Decal  and  Poster  Stamps  from 
Cl  eve  land /Great  Lakes  Expo,  “The  Unknown  Coin  Designer — Adam 
Pietz”  (Michael  S.  Turnni),  Bylaws  Reprint,  Buyer’s  Guide  [Alabama 
2x2]  (Ray  Mercer),  “Proof  Rhode  Island  Commemorative  Discovered?” 
(Mike Garofalo),  “Deceptive Counterfeit  Hawaiian  Commemorative  Half 
Dollar-An  Update”  (Steve  Szenay),  “A  Rare  Commemorative  Discovery” 
[Designers’  Letters]  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  11/39  The  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine  Price  Listings 

Winter  1990  Vol.  6  No.  1:  Editorial,  Officers’  Departments,  Club 
News,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  Long  Beach  Expo  and  FUN  Show  Reviews 
(Helen  L.  Carmody),  “The  1980’s-The  Decade  in  Review”  (Mike 
Garofalo),  “The  1932  Washington  Quarter  Commemorative”  (Tom 
Culhane),  Buyer’s  Guide  [Alabama  “Plain”](Ray  Mercer),  “Watch  Your 
BTW's!”  (Bill  Fivaz),  Index  Tabs  for  Copying  (Dick  Bacca),  Roy 
Iwata’s  Commemorative  Memorabilia  Photos,  “500  in  1996  and  500  in 
2046”  [Iowa](Michael  S.  Turnni) 

Spnng-Summer  1990  Vol.  6  No.  2:  Editorial,  Officers’  Departments, 
Club  News,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “  1 892- 1 989  Silver  Commem  M intage 
Listing”(Rick  Wilcox),  Long  Beach  Expo-ANA  Early  Spring 
Convention-Central  States  Numismatic  Society  51st  Anniversary 
Convention  Reports,  Buyer’s  Guide  [Albany]  (Ray  Mercer),  “I’ve  Been 
Thinking  in  Thousandths  of  an  Inch  Ever  Since”  |  Elizabeth  Jones  Long 
Beach  Expo  Presentation]  (Helen  L.  Carmody) 

Fall-Winter  1990  Vol.  6  No.  3:  Editorial,  Officers’  Departments, 
Recommended  Reading,  Club  News,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “The 
Commemorative  Quiz”  (Rick  Wilcox),  “The  Non-Gold  U.S. 
Commemoratives  of  1892-1954  by  Topic”  (Rick  Wilcox),  Photo  of 
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1991 


Boone  Holder  and  Envelope,  “An  Historical  Account  of  the  Founding 
of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins”  (Frank  W.  DuVall), 
Buyer’s  Guide  [Antietam|  (Ray  Mercer),  Obituary  |Trygve  Rovelstad| 
(Joe  Zumpf),  Roanoke  Memorabilia,  Long  Beach  Expo  and  ANA  99th 
Anniversary  Convention  Reports  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  BTW 
Memorabilia,  Society  Meetings,  Columbian  Expo  Memorabilia,  Swedish 
Two  Kronor,  “500  in  1996  and  500  in  2046”  [Iowa,  Duplication  of  Iowa 
article  in  Vol.  6  No.  1]  (Michael  S.  Turrini) 

Issue  #1  76  pgs.  Spring  1991  Vol.  7,  No.  1:  Editorial,  “Name  That  Commem!”  (Bill 

Fivaz),  Officers’  Departments,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “Clashed  Dies  on 
a  1951-P  Washington-Carver”  (Bill  Fivaz),  Recommended  Reading,  “A 
Commemorative  Book  Is  Created”  (Q.  David  Bowers),  Treasury 
Memorabilia  [Duplication  of  Letter  in  Vol.  3  No.  2],  Buyer’s  Guide 
[Arkansas]  (Ray  Mercer),  Old  Spanish  Trail  Memorabilia,  Society 
Meetings,  “For  Extraordinary  Dedication  and  Unparalleled  Research” 
[Michael  S.  Turrini]  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  Columbian  Exposition 
Memorabilia,  “A  Report  to  Congress  Prohibiting  Issuance  and  Coinage 
of  Certain  Commemorative  Coins”  [July  28,  1937],  Society  News,  Other 
Clubs  (National  Coin  Collectors  Association),  “Gentlemen,  I  Am  Your 
Guest”  [Iowa,  Governor  Robert  D.  Blue]  (Michael  S.  Turrini),  Hudson 
Documentation,  Long  Beach  Expos  and  ANA  Early  Spring  Convention 
Reports 

Issue  #2  64  pgs.  Summer  1991  Vol.  7  No.  2:  News  Flash,  Editorial,  “Name  That 

Commem!”  (Bill  Fivaz),  Officers’  Departments,  ANA  Auction  Lot 
Description,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “The  Larry  Shepherd  Collection  of 
U.S.  Silver  Commemorative  Coins”  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  “A  Bay 
Bridge  Mystery”  (David  Lange),  Buyer’s  Guide  [Bay  Bridge]  (Ray 
Mercer),  Six  Bay  Bridge  Postcards  with  Descriptions,  Society  Meetings, 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Spring  Convention  and  Long  Beach 
Expo  Reports,  No.  24  Pan-Pac  Set  Documentation,  “United  States  Silver 
Commemorative  Coins  1892-1954  -  A  Listing  of  Type  Coins  Ranked 
by  Net  Mintage”  (Jim  Dooley),  “The  Lafayette  Dollar  Varieties” 
(Frank  W.  DuVall),  Texas  Memorabilia,  Society  News,  “The  Chicago 
Roundup  -  1991”  (Jack  Moore) 

Issue  #3  88  pgs.  Fall/Winter  1991,  Vol.  7  No.  3:  News  Flash,  “Name  That  Commem!” 

(Bill  Fivaz),  Editorial,  Officers’  Departments,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “A 
Delaware  Discovery”  (John  Kraljevich,  Jr.),  Cartoon  (“Native 
Americans  Discover  the  "New  World',”  “California  at  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  of  1893”  (Rodger  Bridwell),  Member  in  the 
Spotlight  [Rodger  Bridwell |,  “Isabella  and  Columbus”  (Rodger 
Bridwell),  “A  Commemorative  Quest"  (Larry  Shepherd), 
“Commemoratives  Featured  at  ‘ Supercourse"'  (Donald  Searinci),  Society 
News,  Buyer’s  Guide  [Boone]  (Ray  Mercer),  Society  Meetings,  Award 
Presented  to  Ray  Mercer,  “The  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award" 
[Helen  L.  &  Donald  L.  Carmody]  (Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin),  Wynne 
Holders  (Cincinnati  and  Cleveland),  Adam  Pietz  Medal,  “The  Iowa 
Award”  (Michael  S.  Turrini),  Recommended  Reading  &  Writing  & 
Viewing,  ANA  Centennial  Convention  Report  (Mike  Garotalo),  Long 
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Beach  Expo  Report  (Helen  L.  Carrnody),  Other  Clubs  (Women  in 
Numismatics,  Texas  Numismatic  Association) 

01  132  pgs.  Spring/Summer  1992  Vol.  8  No.  1 :  “Jim’s  Whims— A  Commemorative 

Quiz"  (Jim  Dooley),  News  Flash,  “Name  That  Commem!”  (Bill  Fivaz), 
l  ips  tor  Trail  Contributors,  Editorial,  Officers’  Departments,  Letters 
to  the  Editor,  “Die  Breaks  on  the  Columbia,  South  Carolina  Commem” 
(John  Flitter),  “Latayette  Dollar  Varieties”  (William  Van  Duzer), 
“Proposals  tor  Modem  Coinage”  (Randall  J.  Doty),  Commem-Related 
First-Day  Covers,  “Delaware  Mystery  Partially  Resolved  -  The  Skeleton 
Key”  (Jack  Moore),  “Israel  State  Medal— A  Columbian  Tie-In”  (Jack 
Moore),  “It’s  Time  for  a  Change  -  Washington-Carver  or  Carver- 
Washington”  (Jack  Moore),  Long  Beach  Expos  and  ANA  Early  Spring 
and  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Convention  Reports  (Helen  L. 
Carrnody),  “You're  the  Boss”  (Diane  Piret),  “How  Do  You  Catch  A 
Congressman?”  (Jack  Moore),  Mount  Rushmore  Memorabilia,  Korean 
War  Memorabilia,  State  of  Iowa  Commem  Sale,  Tatham’s  Bargain  List 
of  Coins  &  Paper  Money  (1934,  1935),  Buyer’s  Guide  [Bridgeport!  (Ray 
Mercer),  Recommended  Reading,  “An  Interview  with  Gloria  Rovelstad” 
(Q.  David  Bowers),  Club  News,  "Des  Moines  Day  In  Numismatic 
History”  [Iowa]  (Michael  S.  Turnni),  “Storage  and  Preservation  of  the 
Iowa  Hoard”  (Michael  S.  Turnni),  Iowa  Centennial  Commemorative 
Coin  Sale  Procedures,  Letters  from  the  Officers,  “Future  U.S.  Coinage: 
A  View  from  the  Top”  (Jack  Moore),  Society  Meetings,  Member  in  the 
Spotlight  [Raymond  L.  Hastey]  (Jack  Moore),  “A  World  War  II 
Commem — Is  It  Time?”  (Jack  Moore),  A  Crime  Report, 
“Commemorative  Half  Dollar  Quiz”  (Jim  Dooley),  “Some  Thoughts  on 
Improving  The  Trail ”  (Jack  Moore),  “The  Texas  Centennial 
Commemorative  Half  Dollar”  (Jack  Moore) 

Issue  Ml  56  pgs.  Fall/Winter  1992  Vol.  8  No.  2:  Officers’  Departments,  “The  Fun  Sale” 

(Helen  L.  Carrnody),  Letters  to  the  Editor,  “Gold  Commemoratives 
1903-1926  Net  Mintage  Ranking”  (Jim  Dooley),  Recommended  Reading, 
“An  Interesting  Modem  Footnote:  The  Mystery  of  the  Backward  ‘Y’” 
(Q.  David  Bowers),  “Remington  vs.  Forman  -  Which  Specimen  Really 
Was  the  First  Columbian  Half  Dollar  Struck?”  (Harry  Forman),  “1982 
George  Washington  250th  Anniversary  Commemorative  Half  Dollars” 
(Michael  McGrath),  Club  News,  “Name  That  Commem!”  (Bill  Fivaz), 
“The  Main  Member:  Ralph  Evans”  [Iowa]  (Michael  S.  Turrini), 
“Collectors,  Too,  Buy  the  Coin”  [Iowa]  (Michael  S.  Turrini),  “Just  Plain 
Lucky!”  (Dennis  Brown),  Buyer’s  Guide  [California  Jubilee]  (Ray 
Mercer),  “1920  and  1921  Pilgrim  Clashed-Die  Varieties”  (Frank  W. 
DuVall),  “John  F.  Kennedy's  Commemorative  Coinage  Proposal” 
(Donald  Scannci),  ANA  Annual  Convention  &  Long  Beach  Expo 
Reports 

1993  Issue  Mi  68  pgs.  Winter/Spring  1993  Vol.  8  No.  3:  Charles  Seay-Maine  Centennial 

Postcard,  Officers’  Departments,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  Commemorative 
Couple  Quiz,  “The  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Half  Dollars”  (Anthony 
Swiatek),  Oregon  Trail  Matte  Proof  Specimen,  Official  Society 
Photograph,  Recommended  Reading,  Buyer’s  Guide  [Cincinnati!  (Ray 
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Mercer),  “1936  -  34  -  $56.47  (Report  on  FUN  Meeting]”  (Charles  D. 
Homing),  Original  Hobo  Nickel  Society,  Society  Members  -  ANA  Board 
Election,  “Name  That  Commem!”  (Bill  Fivaz),  Forman’s  Fond 
Recollections,  ANA  Early  Spring  Convention  Report,  Treasurer's 
Report,  Special  Notice  to  Donors  to  the  SUSCC,  “Banks  and 
Distribution”  flowa|  (Michael  S.  Turrini),  “Banks  and  Sales  to  Iowans” 
[Iowa]  (Michael  S.  Turrini),  Oregon  Trail  Medal,  Minerva’s  Conquerors 
1992  Champions,  Club  News,  In  Memonam 

Issue  #2  52  pgs.  Summer  1993  Vol.  8  No.  4:  Officers’  Departments,  Letters  to  the 

Editor,  “Our  Trip  to  Elgin”  (Thomas  M.  Barosko),  “Some  Favorite 
Commemoratives”  (Q.  David  Bowers),  “Sales  to  Coin  Collectors”  [Iowa] 
(Michael  S.  Turrini),  “A  Capitol  is  Bom”  [Columbia,  S.C.]  (Danny 
Hoffman),  Forman’s  Fond  Recollections,  “1936  Philippine 
Commemoratives  and  President  M.  L.  Quezon”  (Frank  W.  DuVall), 
Recommended  Reading,  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  Convention 
&  Long  Beach  Expo  Reports  (Helen  L.  Carmody),  “Modem 
Commemoratives  1982-1992  Net  Mintage  Ranking”  (Jim  Dooley), 
“Name  That  Commem!  ”  (Bill  Fivaz),  Society  Meeting  Held  at  the  Long 
Beach  Expo,  June  5,  1993  (Alan  Herbert),  Club  News,  Elgin  Fund¬ 
raising  Drive 

*  *  * 

To  place  your  orders  for  back  issues,  please  write  to  me  directly  as  follows: 

Les  D.  Watson 

SUSCC  Communications  Chairperson 
18627  Brookhurst  Street,  If 396 
Fountain  Valley,  CA  92708-6700 

Please  remember  that  I  am  also  responsible  for  distributing  videotapes  of  the  Society’s  meetings. 
In  our  next  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  I  will  present  an  up-to-date  listing  of  all  tapes  currently 
in  our  library. 

Copies  of  the  Society  photograph  (suitable  for  framing)  are  also  available.  Please  make  your 
check  payable  to  SUSCC  in  the  amount  of  only  $25.00  (first-class  postage  and  handling  included)  and 
send  it  with  your  name  and  address.  This  impressive  photo  will  be  sent  to  you  by  return  mail. 

*  *  * 

DID  YOU  NOTE? 

On  page  2,  Society  Officers,  the  name  of  Danny  C.  Hoffman  (J-0073,  SC)  has  been  added  as 
one  of  our  two  Publicity  Chairpersons.  Danny  will  be  responsible  for  issuing  publicity  releases  regarding 
our  journal  and  other  Society  activities  to  the  numismatic  press. 

Welcome  aboard,  Danny!  We  are  delighted  to  have  you  as  part  of  our  team.  Thank  you  for 
becoming  even  more  involved  in  our  club’s  operation. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


We  are  always  pleased  when  our  journal  elicits  response  from  our 
members.  Here  is  just  a  sampling  of  the  correspondence  we  received  from, 
first,  James  J.  Dooley  (R-1809,  CA)  regarding  the  last  issue  of  The 

Commemorative  Trail : 

Dear  Helen: 

1  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  you  on  another 
fine  edition  of  The  Trail ,  and  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  officers  of  the 
Society  for  their  extraordinary  dedication  to  its  administration  and  goals. 

I  am  sensitive  to  the  fact  that  the  current  officers,  most  of  long  standing,  need  a  break  from  their 
volunteer  duties.  With  this  in  mind,  I  have  been  considering  running  for  an  office  in  1994.  However, 
1  am  not  sure  which  job  would  be  most  suited  to  my  schedule,  talents,  resources,  and  numismatic 
experience.  Since  others  are  perhaps  thinking  along  the  same  lines,  I  would  like  to  request  that  a  “real 
life”  description  of  the  duties  and  demands  of  each  Society  office  be  published  in  a  future  edition  of  The 
Trail. 


I  know  that  general  descriptions  of  the  offices  are  given  in  the  Society’s  governing  documents. 
However,  I  also  realize  that  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  actual  duties  of  each  office  have  evolved  over  the 
last  ten  years  as  the  Society  has  grown.  By  volunteering  for  a  job  based  on  an  informed  choice,  I  hope 
to  maximize  any  contribution  I  can  make  as  a  Society  officer. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Thanks,  Jim,  for  not  only  your  letter  but  your  willingness  to  step  forward  to 
assume  some  of  the  responsibilities  for  running  our  club.  I  will  ask  our  “Founding  Father,  ”  Frank  W. 
DuVall,  to  prepare  the  descriptions,  which  will  be  published  in  our  next  issue.  Hopefully,  other  members 
will  then  realize  that  there  are  areas  in  which  their  talents  could  be  utilized.  I  truly  appreciate  your 
coming  forward. ) 


and  next  from  Ted  Ligonis  (R-2091,  NJ)... 

Dear  Helen: 

I  attended  the  ANA  convention  in  Baltimore,  and  it  was  a  very  good  experience  for  me. 
Unfortunately,  I  could  not  stay  until  Saturday,  and  thus  I  missed  our  club’s  meeting.  Hopefully,  next 
year  in  Detroit. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Ted,  I  am  sorry’  that  you  were  not  at  our  annual  meeting.  It  was  a  very  special 
occasion  for  a  number  of  reasons.  First,  Q.  David  Bowers  was  our  speaker,  and  his  topic,  “Interesting 
Sidelights  in  Commemorative  Research,  ”  was  avidly  received  by  those  in  attendance.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  Dave  could  read  the  telephone  book  and  draw  a  crowd!  It  was  his  first  appearance  before  a 
Society’  gathering  and  a  rare  treat.  Second,  Vice  President  Anthony  Swiatek  was  presented  with  the 
prestigious  Krause  Publications'  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award,  and  it  was  a  delight  to  see  Anthony  lost 
for  words  for  a  change— well ,  almost!  We  hope  to  see  you  in  Detroit  next  year.  Remember,  the  Society ’ 
always  meets  Saturday  at  9  a.  m.) 
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and  another  from  Fred  J.  Brinkman  (R-I64I,  CA)... 

Dear  Helen: 

My  congratulations  and  thanks  for  an  outstanding  Summer  1993  issue  of  The  Commemorative 
Trail.  Your  outstanding  efforts  certainly  keep  SUSCC  moving  forward. 

My  congratulations,  too,  upon  your  election  to  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors.  All  of  us  who 
collect  coins  will  benefit  greatly  from  your  knowledge  and  interest  in  our  hobby. 

(Editor's  Reply:  I  am  grateful  for  your  very  kind  sentiments  and  wish  to  extend  my  deepest 
appreciation  for  all  the  support  given  me  in  my  campaign  to  he  elected  to  the  ANA  Board.  It  was 
certainly  an  exciting  election,  and  the  results  were  even  better  than  1  had  hoped.  You  can  be  assured  I 
will  do  my  very  best  to  meet  my  new  responsibilities  and  am  eager  to  receive  input  from  every  ANA 
member.  If  there  are  Society  members  who  do  not  yet  belong  to  the  ANA,  PLEASE  JOIN!  The  world’s 
largest  organization  for  collectors  of  coins,  paper  money,  medals  and  tokens  needs  you.) 

and— finally— from  Thomas  M.  Barosko  (R-0979,  IL)... 

Dear  Helen: 

Just  received  the  Summer  '93  edition  of  The  Trail  and,  needless  to  say,  was  impressed  to  read 
my  letter  to  you  and  the  letter  of  our  trip  to  Elgin.  We,  my  wife  and  I,  both  will  long  remember  that 
day  and  are  looking  forward  to  the  day  we  will  see  the  Pioneer  Memorial  statue  in  place.  We  were 
pleased  to  read  my  letter  which,  thanks  to  your  excellent  editing,  makes  me  look  like  I  can  write  like  a 
pro.  Thank  you  once  again. 

I  did  not  put  The  Trail  away  till  I  had  read  every  page  and  some  more  than  once.  With  pros  like 
Q.  David  Bowers,  (tall)  Bill  Fivaz,  Alan  Herbert,  those  articles  by  Michael  S.  Turrini  on  the  Iowa 
commem,  your  observations  of  the  shows  and  the  commemorative  market  and  recommended  reading,  plus 
the  recollections  of  Harry  Forman  and  others  continue  to  make  The  Trail  the  best  numismatic  club 
publication.  Although  I  am  not  an  avid  collector  of  the  early  commemoratives,  I  have  had  a  lot  of 
enjoyment  reading  and  studying  about  them. 

I,  for  one,  question  how  any  serious  numismatist  can  quibble  about  $20-a-year  dues,  when  they 
receive  a  lot  more  than  $20-a-year  worth  of  information  and  news  and  great  reading  in  every  issue. 

Again,  congratulations  on  your  excellent  showing  and  election  to  the  ANA  Board.  Keep  up  the 
good  work.  Now  I  am  going  to  send  in  another  year’s  dues. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Tom,  you  are  a  faithful  correspondent,  and  I  so  enjoy  hearing  from  you.  We 
probably  stay  in  touch  even  better  now  than  when  you  lived  in  Huntington  Beach!  Your  feelings  about 
the  erection  of  the  Pioneer  Memorial  statue  certainly  echo  my  own;  let ’s  hope  others  will  support  our 
dream,  and  it  will  become  a  reality.  What  a  treasure  for  everyone  in  numismatics — and  even  those  who 
are  not—  to  have  the  opportunity  to  see  this  brilliant  work  of  art.  The  Elgin  fund-raising  drive  continues. 
All  checks  are  tax  deductible  and  should  be  made  payable  to  The  Pioneer  Memorial  Foundation  of 
Illinois ,  Inc.,  794  West  Chicago  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois  60123.  On  behalf  of  all  our  contributing  authors, 
I  thank  you  for  your  kind  words  regarding  their  work  and  also  for  your  continuing  support  of  our  Society'. 
Our  club  wouldn’t  be  the  same  without  your  involvement  and  interest .) 
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THE  PRESIDENT’S  OFFICE 

by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

Another  “Trail”  to  Follow! 

Each  quarter  when  I  check  my  calendar,  l  cannot  believe  that 
another  deadline  for  The  Trail  is  upon  me.  Where  does  the  time  go?  I 
seems  as  though  I  was  just  rushing  to  get  the  Summer  issue  to  the  printer, 
and  here  the  Fall  issue  is  due.  As  always,  I  am  in  the  debt  of  our 
contributing  authors,  without  whose  articles  there  would  be  no  award¬ 
winning  publication.  Dave  Bowers,  David  Ganz,  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Michael  S.  Turrini  are  just  a  few  of  our  members  whose  efforts  are 
represented  in  this  issue.  They  are  to  be  commended  for  taking  valuable 
time  from  their  schedules  to  see  that  these  pages  are  tilled  with  interesting 
features. 

Our  Society  is  dependent  upon  everyone’s  making  a  contribution— whether  it  be  in  the  form  of 
dues,  donations,  features/pictures  for  our  journal,  presentations  at  our  meetings,  or,  very  importantly, 
any  other  services  on  behalf  of  fellow  Society  members. 

Just  take  a  look  at  the  names  of  those  who  have  written  for  this  issue  of  The  Trail  and  those  that 
recruited  new  members  during  the  last  quarter.  Q.  David  Bowers  has  gone  above  and  beyond  the 
call— sponsoring  14!  new  members.  Now  I  realize  that  most  of  us  don’t  write  a  very  popular  Coin  World 
column,  nor  do  we  have  access  to  the  pages  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to  lend  publicity  to  our  club. 
However,  what  really  matters  is  how  we  use  the  outlets  at  our  disposal  to  spread  the  word  that  the  Society 
needs  new  members.  You  can  help;  please  sign  just  one  new  member  each  quarter.  What  a  wonderful 
way  to  show  your  support  for  our  Society!  Remember,  all  of  us  would  benefit.  The  Society  would 
again  be  on  a  very  strong  foundation,  and  each  of  us  would  be  assured  that  this  organization  will  continue 
to  promote  education  and  provide  its  members  with  a  little  enjoyment  from  the  pressures  of  this  workaday 
world. 


At  long  last  we  have  in  the  pages  of  this  Trail  a  listing  of  the  contents  of  all  back  issues  of  the 
Society’s  publication:  the  newsletter,  which  was  our  first  periodical,  and  then  our  journal.  Even  I,  a 
charter  member,  was  amazed  to  see  the  transition  that  has  occurred.  Our  humble  beginning— with 
Xeroxed  pages— to  what  we  now  know  as  our  journal  resulted  from  the  very  hard  work  of  our  past 
editors— especially  Ray  Mercer,  our  first  “official”  editor,  who  brought  us  to  a  standard  that  has  been 
the  goal  of  all  who  have  undertaken  the  task  of  preparing  our  publication.  Ray  and  his  wife,  Jan,  who 
was  our  graphics  consultant,  were  the  guiding  lights  the  Society  needed  to  bring  us  to  the  point  at  which 
we  now  find  ourselves.  Of  course,  we  can  always  improve;  and  that,  dear  members,  is  up  to  you.  If 
you  find  that  The  Trail  is  falling  short  in  some  area,  please  let  us  know.  We  will  try  to  implement  all 
of  your  suggestions. 

As  a  result  of  space  limitations,  a  Society  auction  will  not  be  featured  in  this  issue.  However, 
it  w  ill  be  included  in  our  Winter  journal.  Please  make  your  bids  as  generous  as  possible.  Now  sit  back, 
relax,  and  enjoy  the  Fall  -  1993  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail\ 
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THE  VICE  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 


by  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 


Kudos  to  all  officers  who  make  our  organization  successful 
and  to  former  Editor,  Jack  Moore,  for  all  your  help. 

Thanks  in  part  to  your  votes  cast  during  this  year’s 
American  Numismatic  Association’s  election,  four  out  of  six  Society 
members  who  ran  were  elected!  They  represent  you  and  a  large  part 
of  our  “numismatic  world”  and  serve  as  President  and  members  of 
the  Board  of  Governors.  Remember,  it’s  the  world’s  largest 
organization  for  collectors  of  coins,  paper  money,  medals  and 
tokens.  (Not  many  clubs  can  make  that  statement!) 

Our  Society’s  President,  Helen  Carmody,  ran  a  tremendous 
campaign  and  received  the  most  votes  of  any  candidate  running  for 
the  Board  of  Governors!!!  I  was  reelected  and  finished  second.  (It’s  ladies  first,  you  know!)  Member 
David  L.  Ganz  was  voted  in  as  President.  (The  “L,”  by  the  way,  does  not  stand  for  LITIGATE,  as  Ed 
Reiter  would  say.)  David  “FNN-Advision”  Lisot  was  also  elected  to  the  ANA  Board.  At  the  Society’s 
October  meeting  in  Long  Beach,  CA,  you  could  see  Governor  Lisot  and  his  VHS  equipment  recording 
my  lecture  entitled  “Why  Collectors  Need  the  Help  of  a  Grading  Service.”  It  was  a  fun  lecture, 
combining  jest  with  the  consequential. 

During  this  term  as  Vice  President,  I  plan  to  continue  our  Society’s  role  in  the  field  of  education. 
By  the  way,  my  newly  released  Coin  World  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States— subtitled 
Identification  and  Price  Guide— has  recently  entered  our  numismatic  world.  It  examines  all 
commemorative  coinage  from  1892  through  the  1993  Bill  of  Rights-James  Madison  coins.  The 
investment  section  truthfully  informs— straight  from  the  shoulder— in  this  soft-cover,  298-page  work, 
priced  at  $16,  several  autographed  copies  of  which  I  plan  to  donate  to  an  upcoming  Society  auction. 

Until  our  next  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  may  all  your  travels  along  life’s  path  be  filled 
with  boons.  [That  also  includes  the  acquisition  of  our  Daniel  Boone  1934-1938  Bicentennial  coinage!! 


*  *  * 

It  has  always  been  fascinating  to  me  how  artists  conceive  their  designs  and  translate  them  into 
the  round  pieces  of  medal  we  treasure  and  collect.  Patricia  Lewis  Verani  (R-1697,  NH)  related  her 
experiences  in  the  Fall  1988  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  and  former  Chief  Sculptor-  Engraver 
Elizabeth  Jones  (R-0500,  PA)  offered  her  insights  to  us  in  the  Spring-Summer  1990  journal.  We  eagerly 
await  a  similar  article  from  T.  James  Ferrell  (R-2021,  PA),  designer  of  the  reverses  of  both  the  1991 
Mount  Rushmore  half  dollar  and  Korean  War  silver  dollar. 

Now  we  will  learn  another  designer’s  version  of  what  is  involved  in  this  process.  With  great 
pleasure  we  present,  with  permission  of  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  a 
reprint  of  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  September/October  1993,  No.  95,  issue  ot  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 
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1  low  1  Designed  the  1992  Olympic  Commemorative 

by  John  R.  Deecken 

When  I  sat  down  to  design  the  1992  Olympic 
commemorative  coin,  1  had  a  few'  simple  criteria  in  mind: 

>  The  Best  possible  baseball  image  would  be 
necessary. 

Baseball  was,  for  the  first  time,  a  medal  sport  in 
1992.  I  love  baseball;  any  one  of  the  judges  considering 
history  and  marketing  would  no  doubt  be  looking  for  a 
baseball  design,  I  thought. 

>  I  wanted  a  widely-spaced  LIBERTY,  just  slightly 
tighter  than  that  on  the  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar,  and  I 
wanted  the  image  to  fit  into— rather  than  smother— the  letters. 


This  spacing,  for  me,  was  important.  Notice  on  the  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  how  the  distance 
between  “T”  and  “Y”  are  equal  to  the  distance  between  “Y”  and  the  heel  of  Miss  Liberty’s  foot.  On 
my  final  design,  notice  how  the  “L”  of  LIBERTY  is  equal  in  distance  from  “I”  as  it  is  to  the  pitcher’s 
rubber  (just  behind  the  foot). 

>  The  date  had  to  be  prominent  and  straight  across  horizontally  (the  proper  numismatic  term 
eludes  me  here). 

The  date  is  unusual  in  that  its  type  is  larger  than  all  the  other  type  on  the  coin.  Perhaps  it  is  the 
largest  date  to  ever  appear  on  a  U.S.  coin. 

>  “In  God  We  Trust”  I  decided  should  be  broken  after  “We.” 

This  decision  was  based  on  the  fact  that  most  every  coin  the  U.S.  made  has  the  standard  break 
after  “God.”  I  wanted  these  letters  to  be  nice  and  slender. 

>  The  Olympic  logo  had  to  counter-balance  the  motto,  so  it  goes  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 

motif. 


Now,  concerning  the  final  design: 

Yes,  Nolan  Ryan  was  an  inspiration  for  the  design.  I  made  alternative  designs  of  a  batter  and 
other  pitchers.  There  is  another  sketch  based  on  Ryan,  as  well  as  Whitey  Ford  and  Catfish  Hunter.  For 
me,  it  was  not  a  question  of  who  is  on  the  coin  as  it  is  what  stage  of  the  pitcher’s  delivery  should  be 
depicted.  As  one  can  see  from  these  sketches,  as  well  as  other  photos  from  any  source,  good  power 
pitchers  look  similar  at  the  point  of  wind-up,  with  which  I  was  concerned.  I  guess  in  my  ignorance,  I 
assumed  that  anything  tying  together  the  two  hobbies  of  card  collecting  and  coin  collecting  was  at  least 
timely. 
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At  the  unveiling  of 
the  coin  designs,  I  could  see 
the  minor  change  of  a  slightly 
smaller  logo,  with  the 
addition  of  appropriate  serifs 
on  “USA,”  as  well  as  a 
button  on  the  jersey.  When 
ex-Olympic  marathon  runner 
Frank  Shorter  said  to  me, 

“That  looks  like  Nolan 
Ryan,”  I  knew  that  other 
sports  enthusiasts  would 
recognize  him  also.  So  a  few 
adjustments  had  to  be  made 
to  steer  clear  of  this,  if 
possible.  Obviously,  a 
controversy  would  erupt  if  it 
was  said  that  a  living  person, 
or  even  just  a  recognizable 
one,  was  “depicted  on  the 
coin.”  (No  older  and 
deceased  pitcher  could  have 
served  as  a  model,  because 
quality  action  photography  is 
rare.) 

The  work  on  the  plaster  model  began  immediately,  so  a  revised  sketch  was  required.  For  this 
I,  myself,  served  as  the  model.  Wearing  the  appropriate  USA  team  cap,  I  sketched  myself  with  a  little 
grimace,  which  shows  up  in  the  finished  coin  (my  mother  would  have  been  very  delighted  to  see  her 
son’s  dimple  on  a  silver  dollar,  but,  after  struggling  with  a  long  illness,  she  succumbed  just  two  months 
before  I  was  informed  that  I  had  won  the  design  contest).  The  finger  sticking  out  of  the  glove  was 
removed,  as  was  the  “split-finger”  fastball  grip  on  the  ball.  The  athlete  now  has  a  standard  grip.  A 
pitcher’s  rubber  was  also  added  just  behind  the  right  foot  (some  people  at  the  Mint  thought  that  he  was 
a  second-baseman  or  shortstop).  And,  finally,  a  large  “USA”  was  added  to  the  front  of  the  jersey. 

Chester  Martin  was  great  to  work  with  on  the  plaster  model.  I  assisted  him  on  two  separate 
occasions.  He  allowed  me  to  sculpt  the  pitcher’s  rubber,  must  of  the  glove,  the  throwing  hand,  the 
wrinkles  of  the  shoes— a  real  delight! 

I  hope  I  was  able  to  shed  some  light  on  the  matter  of  the  Olympic  baseball  commemorative. 


*  *  * 


A  life-long  illustrator  and  designer,  John  R.  Deecken  produces  illustrations  and  graphics  for 
several  national  magazines  and  corporations.  Dividing  his  time  between  computerized  art  and  hands-on 
drawing,  he  utilizes  the  best  of  both  worlds  in  his  work.  A  resident  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut, 
Mr.  Deecken  has  a  Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  degree  in  Graphics  from  the  University  of  Connecticut. 

—Ann  Bailey,  U.S.  Mint 


17 


\nd  now  lot's  turn  our  attention  from  the  Olympic  baseball  commemorative  to  modern 
commemorative  coins  in  general... 

SOME  MUSINGS  ABOUT  MODERN  COMMEMORATIVES 


by  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH) 


Elizabeth  Jones  -  Photo  Courtesy  of  Coin  World 


Elizabeth  and  Donna 

We  are  part  of  history  as  it  is  being  made.  Perhaps  nowhere  else  in  American  numismatics  are 
there  so  many  differences  of  opinion,  so  many  things  going  on,  so  much  excitement,  so  much  controversy 
as  in  the  field  of  commemoratives.  Influential  members  of  Congress  have  seized  upon  commemorative 
coinage  as  a  politician’s  dream  come  true— free  money!  Actually,  this  situation  does  not  date  from  1993 
but  traces  its  beginnings  to  a  decade  earlier  (of  course,  there  is  the  whole  situation  involving 
commemoratives  of  1936,  etc.,  which  are  another  story). 

In  1982  the  George  Washington  commemorative  half  dollar  was  designed  by  Chief  Engraver 
Elizabeth  Jones,  and  marketed  by  the  United  States  Mint,  under  the  Mint  directorship  of  Donna  Pope. 

I  know  both  Elizabeth  and  Donna  personally,  and  both  are  among  the  very  finest  individuals  ever 
to  occupy  their  respective  positions.  Without  doubt,  Elizabeth  Jones  brought  to  the  post  of  Chief 
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Engraver  a  rare  appreciation  of  sculpture  and  art.  Before  joining  the  staff  she  had  credentials  that  would 
have  made  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  sit  up  and  take  notice!  This  was  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  vast  majority 
of  previous  chief  engravers  who  had  either  worked  their  way  up  through  the  Mint  or  who  had  been 
political  appointees,  but  who  did  not  have  distinguished  portfolios  on  their  own  before  signing  up  for 
government  service.  The  world  of  numismatic  art  was  dealt  a  body  blow  when  Miss  Jones  was,  in  effect, 
asked  to  resign  after  10  years  of  service,  essentially  because  of  incompatibility  with  Mint  Director  Donna 
Pope. 


On  her  own,  Donna  Pope  was  one  of  the  most  influential,  dynamic  people  ever  to  hold  the 
directorship.  She  was  a  lady  of  actions,  not  only  of  words,  and  expended  a  tremendous  amount  of  energy 
to  get  things  done.  Under  her  tenure,  which  began  in  1981  and  lasted  for  slightly  more  than  a  decade, 
relationships  between  the  Mint  and  the  collecting  fraternity  rose  to  new  levels  of  excellence.  Many 
interesting  commemoratives  were  released,  the  Mint  had  bigger  and  better  displays  at  conventions,  and 
Miss  Pope  recognized,  perhaps  more  than  anyone  ever  did,  that  collectors  were  the  hand  that  fed  the 
Mint’s  sales  of  commemoratives,  Proof  sets,  and  other  items.  At  the  same  time  I  realize  that  numerous 
commemoratives  under  her  aegis  engendered  their  own  share  of  controversy— more  about  this  later— but 
virtually  all  of  this  controversy  was  due  to  actions  mandated  by  Congress,  not  by  things  originated  by 
the  office  of  Director  Pope. 

Unfortunately,  the  artistic  abilities  and  temperament  of  Elizabeth  Jones  did  not  mesh  well  with 
the  dynamic,  enthusiastic  temperament  of  Donna  Pope.  Perhaps  they  were  each  leaders  in  their  own 
field,  and  one  sought  to  influence  the  will  of  the  other.  Or,  perhaps  there  were  other  reasons.  Whatever 
they  may  have  been,  a  partnership  that  could  have  been  made  in  heaven,  figuratively  speaking,  ended  up 
in  the  divorce  court.  However,  the  hobby  is  richer  for  both  individuals  having  played  a  part  on  its  stage. 

1983-84  Olympics  Coins 

Of  all  modern  commemorative  issues,  those  bearing  the  dates  1983  and  1984  and  produced  in 
connection  with  the  1984  Olympic  Games  in  Los  Angeles  were  the  most  controversial.  Readers  of  my 
book.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia ,  or  other  works  on  the 
subject,  will  know  that  Occidental  Petroleum  Company  tried  to  take  over  the  marketing  program  as  a 
private  venture,  to  tap  the  wallets  of  collectors  with  dozens  of  different  issues  at  high  prices.  As  it  turned 
out,  there  were  still  more  issues  than  some  people  found  ideal,  but  the  end  results  were  delightful 
compared  to  what  might  have  been.  Of  course,  many  present  readers  of  The  Commemorative  Trail 
remember  this  scenario  as  it  happened. 

Somewhat  irrelevant  note:  This  reminds  me  to  write  someday  about  the  mysterious  Mr.  David 
Karr,  representing  the  international  investment  house  of  Lazard  Frkres,  who  approached  me  at  a  New 
York  City  reception  held  by  the  United  Nations  delegation  of  the  U.S.S.R.  (remember  it?)  in  the  1970s. 
I  had  been  asked  to  come  there  in  connection  with  the  Soviets’  Olympic  Games  commemoratives.  Do 
readers  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  want  to  read  about  non-U. S.  commemoratives?  Probably  not,  or 
else  TCT  will  have  to  double  its  size! 

The  designs  of  the  1983  United  States  Olympic  Games  commemorative  coins  were  not  without 
controversy.  Elizabeth  Jones’s  “stroboscopic”  discus  thrower  on  the  obverse  of  the  1983  dollar  offended 
some  sensibilities.  On  the  other  hand,  the  eagle  devised  for  the  reverse  probably  made  quite  a  few 
collectors  happy,  as  the  bird  was  as  traditional  in  its  own  way  as  the  discus  thrower  was  untraditional. 
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A  Double  Set  of  Initials 


I  p I a\ ocl  a  small  part  in  the  1984  Olympic  Games  $10  gold  denomination,  as  Donna  Pope 
telephoned  my  office  one  day  to  ask  if'  there  was  any  numismatic  precedent  to  place  the  initials  of  more 

than  one  person  on  a  coin,  specifically  the  designer,  who  was  John  Mercanti,  and  the  person  who  created 
the  concept,  James  Peed. 


1  sent  her  some  citations,  including  the  1783-dated  George  Washington  tokens  that  bear  two  sets 
of  initials:  T.W.I.,  for  Thomas  Wells  Ingram,  engraver,  and  E.S.,  for  Edward  Savage,  artist. 

Donna  was  always  one  to  conduct  her  business  absolutely  correctly.  She  respected  not  only  the 
collector  community,  but  also  Congress  and  its  sensitivities.  One  thing  she  never  wanted  to  do  was  to 
look  foolish  or  make  simple  mistakes.  Thus,  she  sought  the  counsel  of  others  on  many  situations  in 
which  just  about  any  other  Mint  director  would  have  forged  blindly  ahead. 

Anyway,  I  can  claim  some  responsibility  for  having  two  sets  of  initials  on  the  1984  Olympic 
coins.  I  also  can  claim  responsibility— or  perhaps  blame  would  be  a  better  word— for  the  three  rare 
varieties  of  1984  $10  pieces,  namely,  the  1984-P,  1984-D,  1984-S  Proof  issues.  Director  Pope  was 
interested  in  increasing  sales,  and  I,  perhaps  foolishly,  suggested  that  she  might  try  creating  mintmarked 
varieties.  This  was  done,  but  the  sales  were  not  particularly  impressive.  Just  33,309  of  the  1984-P 
Olympic  gold  eagle,  34,533  of  the  1984-D,  and  48,551  of  the  1984-S  Proofs  were  made,  each  being  a 
tiny  fraction  of  the  mintage  of  the  “standard”  1984-W. 

^  ears  later  I  was  to  learn  a  curious  thing  from  her  (in  one  of  my  conversations  while  doing 
research  tor  my  commemorative  book),  one  which  might  have  implications  on  the  future  value  of  the 
pieces,  even  as  you  read  these  words  in  print  now.  A  large  percentage  of  the  1984-P,  1984-D,  1984-S 
coins  were  sold  overseas,  particularly  to  West  Germany.  Thus,  today  these  coins  are  probably 
considerably  scarcer  at  least  here  in  the  United  States — than  even  their  low  mintages  would  indicate. 

Here,  indeed,  may  be  sleepers  of  the  future.  Right  now,  the  market  prices  of  these  Proofs  are  based 
primarily  upon  their  bullion  value. 


The  Statue  of  Liberty 

Without  doubt,  the  most  popular  and  acclaimed  commemorative  series  of  the  past  decade  is  that 
pertaining  to  the  1986  Statue  of  Liberty.  The  restoration  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  the  wholesome, 
"fireside”  congeniality  of  Lee  Iacocca  who  managed  the  fund  raising  project,  and  the  fame  of  the  statue 
itself  combined  to  create  an  issue  that  just  about  everyone  liked. 

David  Ganz,  current  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  wrote  to  tell  me  that  he 
was  responsible  for  the  idea  of  the  1986-S  Statue  of  Liberty  half  dollar  being  struck  in  clad  metal,  rather 
than  in  silver,  thus  making  it  available  at  a  lower  retail  price.  This  particular  issue  achieved  a  record 
breaking  mintage  of  6,925,627— which  proves  that  if  you  can  price  something  popularly,  collectors  will 
come  to  buy  it. 


Worthy  Events,  but  Worthy  Designs? 

The  1987  U.S.  Constitution  Bicentennial  commemorative  dollar  and  $5  pieces,  while  observing 
a  worthy  event,  have  designs  which  will  probably  win  few  awards.  They  seem  to  be  more  functional  than 
anything  else.  Ditto  the  1988  Olympic  silver  dollar,  but  not  so  with  the  1988-W  Olympic  $5,  the  latter 
designed  by  Elizabeth  Jones.  The  obverse  of  the  $5  comes  as  close  to  classical  beauty  in  20th  century 
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coinage  as  anything  I  know  of.  Had  it  been  signed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  it  could  not  have  been 
nicer.  Justifiably,  the  coin  won  a  number  of  awards. 

Might  it  be  appropriate  here  to  thank  Krause  Publications  for  its  “Coin  of  the  Year”  awards? 

I  think  so.  Each  year  this  publishing  firm  surveys  hobby  leaders  to  select  the  outstanding  design 
produced  during  the  preceding  year.  Elizabeth  Jones  has  been  a  multiple-times  winner. 

The  Congress  Bicentennial  coins  of  1989  suffered  from  a  restriction  of  motifs.  How  much  more 
interesting  the  designs  would  be  if  they  were  not  limited  to  the  Capitol  and  the  statue  on  it.  Of  course, 
I  suppose  that  one  can  point  out  that  the  reverses  of  the  dollar  and  $5  piece  do  indeed  have  other  motifs. 

Wrong  Motif  on  Reverse 

The  1990  Eisenhower  dollar  is  a  particularly  interesting  coin.  It  has  several  curious  aspects,  food 
for  a  World  Series  of  Numismatics  contest  at  a  future  ANA  convention  (congratulations,  by  the  way,  to 
Anthony  Swiatek,  well-known  commemorative  expert,  for  being  on  the  winning  team  with  David 
Alexander  at  the  recent  World  Series  at  the  ANA  convention. 

The  1990  Eisenhower  dollar  has  two  portraits  of  the  same  person  on  the  same  side  of  the  coin, 
a  first  among  American  designs.  However,  the  same  person  has  appeared  on  the  obverse  and  reverse 
of  a  coin  before,  such  as  Daniel  Boone  on  the  1934-1938  Boone  Bicentennial  half  dollars.  John  Mercanti 
created  the  double-image  Eisenhower.  In  seeing  the  eclipsed  portrait,  the  one  with  the  military  hat,  I 
cannot  help  but  wonder  if  this  portrait  on  its  own  would  have  made  a  handsome  coin.  To  my  eye,  Ike 
looks  better  with  his  hat  on  than  with  it  off. 

A  curious  and  illogical  aspect  of  this  particular  issue  is  that  although  the  coin  was  intended  to 
commemorate  the  centennial  of  Eisenhower’s  birth,  1890-1990,  the  reverse  motif  shows  his  retirement 
homej  Someone  goofed  on  this  one! 


Ho  Hum 

From  the  standpoint  of  sameness,  perhaps  the  worst  (again,  my  opinion)  of  the  modern 
commemoratives  are  the  1991  Mount  Rushmore  motifs.  Mount  Rushmore  is  indeed  a  nice  part  of  the 
American  landscape,  although  I  doubt  if  it  were  to  be  carved  in  stone  today,  environmentalists  would  let 
it  happen!  Anyway,  it  does  exist  and  is  a  major  tourist  attraction.  To  see  it  on  one  of  the  three  1991 
Mount  Rushmore  coins  would  have  been  just  dandy,  but  to  see  it  on  all  three  obverses  is  a  bit  ho-hum. 
Happily,  the  reverses  are  each  different,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  any  of  them  would  win  a  blue  ribbon  in 
an  art  contest. 


Curious  Features 

The  1991  Korean  War  Memorial  dollar  is  quite  interesting  inasmuch  as  it  was  contrived  and  also 
has  a  number  of  curious  features.  The  contrived  part  comes  from  the  1953-1991  anniversary,  the  38th 
anniversary  of  the  end  of  the  Korean  War.  At  least  it  is  called  a  war.  Americans  went  through  decades 
calling  it  the  Korean  conflict  and  stating  that,  officially,  it  wasn’t  a  war  at  all— although  thousands  of 
Americans  were  killed  or  lost  in  action.  Perhaps  for  this  reason  alone  the  commemorative  has  merit — it 
brought  home  a  situation  that  had  been  painful  for  many  who  had  served.  However,  why  the  38th 
anniversary?  Some  have  suggested  because  Korea  is  on  the  38th  parallel.  It  we  are  to  use  parallels  ot 
latitude  or  the  divisions  of  longitude  as  reasons  for  anniversaries,  then  American  coinage  can  run  riot  with 
all  sorts  of  weird  anniversaries.  So  far  as  I  know,  there  is  only  one  geographical  anniversary  in 
American  history  worth  commemorating,  and  that  was  the  “fifty-four  forty  or  fight”  controversy 
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involving  the  Pacific  Northwest  in  the  last  century— the  boundary  dispute.  This  was  specifically  about 
a  geographical  parallel. 

The  Korean  War  Memorial  coin  is  unusual  in  that  it  bears  the  words  “commemorative,”  which 
is  especially  helpful  in  case  someone  who  paid  a  premium  for  the  coin  thought  it  was  something 
else  perhaps  a  street  car  token?  A  chocolate  chip  cookie?  A  miniature  frisbee?  Now,  thanks  to  the 
designer  of  the  coin,  we  all  know  that  it  is  a  “commemorative.”  Maybe  a  regular  issue  coin  should  have 
the  words  REGULAR  ISSUE  on  it,  or  NOT  A  COMMEMORATIVE. 

USO:  Sales  Were  Low 

The  1991  USO  coin,  perhaps  because  it  has  so  much  lettering  without  a  dominant  artistic  motif, 
appears  more  like  a  gambling  or  arcade  token  than  a  work  of  art.  Numismatists  seem  to  agree.  Sales 
were  low. 


“Nolan  Ryan” 

The  1992  Olympic  coins  gave  us  a  variety  of  motifs,  perhaps  the  most  memorable  being  John  R. 
Deecken’s  dynamic  baseball  pitcher,  “Nolan  Ryan”  to  many,  but  actually  a  composite,  including  facial 
features  of  the  artist  himself.  This  fine  commemorative  coincided  nicely  with  a  nationwide  boom  in 
sports  cards. 

The  latter,  it  prompts  me  to  observe  that  a  few  years  ago  sports  cards  were  all  the  rage,  and  they 
were  on  an  uphill  ride  that  seemingly  would  never  end.  One  American  Numismatic  Association  Board 
of  Governors  member  went  so  far  to  recommend  that  the  ANA  coin  bourse  be  expanded  to  include 
baseball  cards  to  increase  attendance  (the  idea  died  aborning). 

Now,  sports  cards  are  crashing. 

In  Forbes  magazine,  writer  Christie  Brown  recently  suggested  that  those  gullible  investors  who 
missed  out  on  being  burned  in  the  sports  card  fad  would  now  sustain  some  excellent  losses  by  paying 
speculative  prices  for  movie  posters.  Actually,  while  Topps  (to  mention  one  sports  card  manufacturer) 
has  had  a  great  slump  in  sales,  and  while  there  are  many  instances  of  dealers  not  wanting  to  buy  sports 
cards  at  all,  probably  history  will  show  that  more  people  will  collect  sports  cards  in  1994  than  collected 
them  in  1984,  although  not  as  many  as  at  the  peak  of  the  market  a  year  or  two  ago. 

Each  peak  in  any  market— and  I  really  enjoy  studying  the  economics  of  collectibles— tends  to 
bring  in  a  tremendous  number  of  new  faces,  many  if  not  most  of  whom  leave  as  soon  as  prices  go 
downward.  However,  after  the  dust  settles,  there  are  nearly  always  more  collectors  left  over  than  there 
were  at  the  beginning  cycle. 


Meanwhile,  at  the  White  House 

The  1992  silver  dollar  depicting  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  White  House  seemed  to  please  most 
everyone.  There  was  not  more  than  one  denomination  in  this  commemorative  program,  so  the  issue  was 
easy  to  understand.  No  “deep  pockets”  were  required  to  buy  a  $5  piece  of  high  bullion  value. 
Especially  nice  is  the  fact  that  the  issue  sold  out  quickly,  and  that  today— as  these  words  are  being 
written— specimens  sell  for  a  premium  over  the  issue  price.  These  are  remarkable  words,  as  going  back 
in  modern  commemorative  history,  all  the  way  back  to  the  1982  Washington  half  dollars,  the  story  of 
commemoratives  has  been  that  collectors  and  dealers  buying  at  issue  levels  have  sustained  losses  in  the 
after  market.  More  about  this  anon. 
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G-R-E-E-D 

One  basic  problem  with  the  current  commemorative  program  is  that  the  government  is  greedy. 
In  their  book,  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  gave  what  they  called  the  G-R-E-E-D  motive  as  the 
reason  behind  most  commemorative  issues. 

As  a  rare  coin  dealer,  if  I  sell  a  coin  to  a  client,  I  want  to  “leave  something  on  the  table,"  so  to 
speak.  That  is,  if  somebody  pays  $100  or  $1,000  for  a  coin,  I  like  him  or  her  to  get  a  full  measure  of 
value.  If  someone  pays  $100  for  a  coin,  the  coin  at  the  time  should  be  worth  $100  or  close  to  it.  Not 
so  with  commemoratives.  The  profits  built  in  by  the  Treasury  Department  and  tunneled  to  various 
organizations,  and  even  to  help  reduce  the  national  debt,  have  skimmed  the  cream  off  the  top  and  have 
removed  virtually  any  profit  possibilities.  Thus,  a  new  silver  dollar  issue  priced  at,  say,  $28,  but 
containing  less  than  $4  worth  of  silver,  may  have  been  a  solid  value  if  issued  at  the  reasonable  price  of 
$6  to  $10,  but  at  $28  simply  was  not  worth  the  price  paid  at  the  time. 

The  laws  of  economics  are  such  that  sooner  or  later  items  do  rise  or  fall  to  their  true  value.  In 
such  instances,  the  values  of  virtually  all  modern  commemorative  silver  dollars  have  dropped.  Collectors 
are  left  holding  the  bag,  while  the  Treasury  Department  and  its  beneficiaries  are  still  smiling— the  profits 
were  theirs  to  keep. 


Madison  +  ANA  =  Fleece  the  Collector 

As  I  have  written  before,  the  most  wildly  exploitative  issue,  in  recent  times,  in  my  opinion, 
consists  of  the  modern  1993  James  Madison-Bill  of  Rights  coins.  [ Editor’s  Note:  See  “Both  Sides  of  a 
Commem,  ”  page  55.]  While  James  Madison  was  undoubtedly  a  fine  president,  and  while  few  will  argue 
that  the  Bill  of  Rights  is  an  extremely  important  document,  the  fact  remains  that  1993  was  no  particular 
anniversary  of  anything  to  do  with  either.  Rather,  the  James  Madison  Memorial  Foundation  simply 
tapped  the  pocketbooks  of  collectors  to  pay  for  its  own  programs.  I  am  sure  that  the  James  Madison 
Foundation,  giving  as  it  does  scholarships  and  engaging  in  other  worthy  deeds,  is  deserving  of  all  the 
support  it  can  get.  However,  I  do  find  it  completely  wrong  that  events  that  are  important  to 
collectors— such  as  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  United  States  Mint— are  ignored, 
while  events  that  are  not  at  all  worthy  of  commemorating  in  1993,  such  as  the  Madison  coins,  get  a  lot 
of  attention. 

Adding  insult  to  injury  is  the  American  Numismatic  Association’s  lending  its  fine  name  to  the 
program  by  creating  a  special  variety  with  a  ground-off  spot  on  the  edge,  with  a  special  serial  number 
stamped  upon  it.  As  Dr.  Joel  Orosz  wrote  to  me  after  reading  a  piece  contributed  to  Coin  World  about 
this  blatant  rip-off,  if  the  ANA  wants  to  get  involved  in  this  situation,  at  least  they  should  have  made 
more  than  the  maximum  of  $1  to  $2  they  expect.  The  Madison  Foundation  is  giving  the  ANA  table 
scraps  in  return  for  the  use  of  its  name;  the  half-dollar  commemorative  in  question  contains  less  than  $2 
worth  of  metal,  yet  sells  for  $19.95!!! 

As  a  collector  and  as  a  buyer  of  current  commemorative  coins  (for  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  Reference  Collection),  I,  like  so  many  other  collectors,  would  enjoy  having  an  input  as  to  what 
I  buy.  If  I  purchase  a  car,  I  can  select  the  model.  If  I  want  to  read,  I  can  pick  out  what  books  or 
magazines  interest  me  most.  If  I  go  to  a  restaurant,  I  can  order  a  lobster,  a  hamburger,  or  a  cheese 
sandwich — I  have  a  choice.  However,  with  commemoratives  I  have  to  take  what  is  served  to  me.  For 
my  collection  to  be  complete,  I  must  buy  every  commemorative  issue,  whether  or  not  I  believe  its 
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purpose  or  agree  with  its  purchase  price.  Like  so  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  other  buyers,  I  have 
taken  losses  when  the  after  market  has  been  less  than  the  issue  price. 

LI  vis,  Anyone? 

From  a  numismatic  viewpoint,  I  am  sure  most  readers  will  agree  that  vast  reforms  are  needed 
in  the  commemorative  programs. 

For  starters,  I  believe  the  following  to  be  desirable: 

1 .  The  pricing  should  be  fair,  low  enough  to  represent  a  good  value  at  the  time  of  purchase, 
and  also  low  enough  so  that  school  children  and  others  will  not  be  priced  out  of  the  market.  If  the  coins 
are  to  become  scarce  or  valuable,  let  the  profit  accrue  to  the  collectors  and  investors  who  own  them,  let 
not  the  Treasury  build  in  every  last  ounce  of  available  profit  potential  at  the  beginning,  so  that  many 
buyers  will  not  live  long  enough  to  even  get  their  money  back.  Recently,  Canada  issued  a  series  of  over 
a  dozen  commemorative  quarter  dollars  and  sold  them  for  face  value.  Collectors  were  delighted. 

2.  Designs  should  be  appealing  to  numismatists,  and  should  have  relevance.  Give  collectors 
a  voice  in  the  matter,  and  veto  power.  There  should  be  no  commemorating  of  fake  anniversaries. 
Further,  if  we  are  to  have  items  that  are  not  relevant  to  anniversaries— such  as  the  1991  Korean  War 
Memorial  dollar  and  the  1993  Madison  coins— why  not  pick  truly  popular  subjects?  I  would  enjoy  seeing 
Mickey  Mouse,  Donald  Duck  and  perhaps  even  Scrooge  McDuck  on  different  varieties  of 
commemorative  half  dollars.  Possibly  even  Snow'  White,  and,  come  to  think  of  it,  why  not  tyrannosaurus 
rex?  I  like  Elvis  Presley  music,  and  others  do  as  well,  so  why  not  an  Elvis  Presley  commemorative? 
After  all,  it  wasn’t  that  long  ago  that  Elvis  Presley  stamps  created  a  sensation.  I  absolutely  guarantee  that 
a  commemorative  half  dollar  featuring  the  image  of  Elvis  Presley,  and  sold  at  a  reasonable  issue  price, 
would  bring  in  orders  for  millions  of  coins  and  would  be  a  great  boost  for  the  numismatic  hobby. 

3.  Stop  expensive  media  campaigns  and  other  expenses  which  are  added  to  commemorative 
programs  and  called  necessary  costs.  Expensive  television  and  general  newspaper  advertisements  should 
not  be  used  at  all.  Rather,  limit  advertising  to  direct  mail  with  the  Mint’s  own  list,  and  notices  in  Coin 
World ,  Numismatic  News,  COINage,  and  Coins  magazines. 

Do  these  things,  and  we  will  have  a  win-win  situation.  Coins  with  reasonable  prices  and  with 
motifs  appealing  to  the  main  market— coin  collectors— will  be  produced,  and  everyone  will  be  happy. 
Well,  almost  everyone.  I  am  not  sure  that  any  specific  politicians  or  vested  interests  will  be  benefited 
(therein  indeed  may  lie  the  fateful  flaw  in  this  logic!). 

Smile 

In  the  meantime,  if  some  senator  proposes  a  commemorative  half  dollar  for  the  1 17th  anniversary 
of  Podunk,  or  something  else  equally  absurd,  and  he  and  his  friends  shoo  it  through  Congress  while 
worthwhile  commemorative  programs  such  as  Jimmy  Flayes’s  1793-1993  Mint  coinage  bicentennial)  are 
ignored,  try  your  best  to  keep  smiling.  Remember  that  all  of  the  rascally,  scoundrelly  issues  of  the  past 
(1926-1939  Oregon  Trail,  1934-1938  Boone,  1936  Old  Spanish  Trail,  etc.,  etc.)  look  nice  today  in  our 
collections.  Besides,  Americans  love  naughtiness.  Movies  about  pirates,  bandits,  and  low-life  sell  more 
tickets  than  those  about  nice  guys  (who,  I  am  told,  finish  last). 

Flave  a  nice  day! 
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*  * 
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We  now  turn  our  attention  to  Iowa  and  Part  Twelve  of  a  continuing  series  of  articles  on  the  Iowa 
half  dollar  written  by  Society  member  Michael  S.  Turrini.  The  Society  is  indeed  honored  to  have  among 
the  pages  of  this  issue  such  scholarly  and  dedicated  research  and  wishes  to  extend  its  appreciation  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society  for  permitting  us  to  do  so.  For  information  regarding  PCNS,  please 
write  the  club  at  610  Arlington  Avenue,  Berkeley,  CA  94707. 


1946  IOWA  STATEHOOD  CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR:  Part  Twelve 

Collectors,  Too,  Buy  the  Coin:  The  Way  They  Gripe! 

by  Michael  S.  Turrini  (LM-031,  CA) 


Dedication :  This  twelfth  article  in  this  series  is  dedicated  to  Carolyn  Steele  Kreuger  who  has 
been,  and  continues  to  be,  a  one-woman  fan  club  for  this  series.  Carolyn,  her  husband  Russell  and  this 
author  are  associated  in  the  Diablo,  Fairfield  and  Vallejo  coin  clubs.  This  author  is  indebted  to  her 
moral  support  and  positive  reinforcement. 


In  the  prior  four  articles  that  embody  this  mini-series,  the  distribution  and  sales  of  the  1946  Iowa 
Statehood  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar  have  been  thoroughly  detailed  and  reviewed.1  Although 
Swiatek  and  Breen  in  their  monumental  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins,  1892-1989  accurately  report  that  the  abuse  and  improprieties  of  many  prior  1930s  era 
commemorative  coinage  issues  were  “conspicuously  absent”  with  this  Iowa  half  dollar,  remarks  in  the 
limited  numismatic  press  of  that  time  plainly  hint  not  everyone  within  the  coin  hobby  was  ecstatic.2 
Swiatek  and  Breen  note  that  “Iowa  half  dollars  sold  out  completely”  and  “without  a  speculative  market 
ever  developing"3  as  compared  to  the  loud  and  aroused  criticisms  and  complaints  of  the  1920s  and  1930s 
pork-barrel  commemorative  coinage  issues.  This  fact  alone  would  ordain  that  Iowans,  the  group  the  Iowa 
Centennial  Committee  singled  as  first  and  primary  purchasers,  and  coin  hobbyists  would  be  happy. 
Apparently,  not  so. 


'This  twelfth  article  in  this  series  will  concentrate  on  what  were  some  responses  from  the  numismatic  fraternity. 
To  fulfill  this,  references  will  be  made  to  the  numismatic  press  of  that  day.  This  article  continues  the  current  mini¬ 
series,  and  readers  are  welcomed  to  reread  the  prior  four  articles. 

2For  readers  interested  in  the  controversial  commemorative  issues  of  the  1930s,  several  publications  as  well  as 
past  articles  in  this  series  furnish  excellent  insight.  Refer  to  The  Commemorative  Trail,  Fall/Winter  1992. 

^Swiatek,  Anthony,  and  Breen,  Walter,  The  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins,  1892-1989,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  1990,  page  112. 
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First,  it  is  readily  accepted,  and  no  research  is  really  necessary  to  prove,  that  the  Iowa  halt  dollar 
and  its  distribution  and  sales  were  conducted  in  all  honesty  and  fairness;  these  articles  clearly  confirm 
such.  However,  those  of  us  here  and  now,  with  the  distance  of  close  to  50  years,  may  not  be  cognizant 
of  what  coin  collectors  of  1946  and  1947— “the  ultimate  buyers  of  practically  all  commemorative  halves,” 
to  quote  the  Hewitt  brothers’  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine— may  have  really  believed  and  thought. 
To  explain,  1946  was  just  a  few  years'  distance  from  the  1930s  and  many  coin  hobbyists  possibly  active 
in  the  immediate  post-war  years  were  or  might  have  been  so  in  the  prior  decade.  Probably,  memories 
of  what  Swiatek  and  Breen  refer  to  as  “that  five-finger  word— GREED”  were  still  fresh  and  maybe 
painfully  felt.  Even  President  Harry  S  Truman  publicly  issued  a  statement  on  August  7,  1946,  which  was 
publicized  in  the  media,  noting  his  opposition  to  commemorative  coinage  and  its  tendency  “to  encourage 
traffic  in  commemorative  coins  for  private  profit.”4  A  future  article  in  this  series  will  review  this 
commemorative  half  s  legislation. 

In  1946,  numismatic  publications  as  we  know  them  today  ( Coin  World,  Numismatic  News  and 
such)  did  not  exist.  As  far  as  this  author’s  research  has  presently  progressed,  there  seems  to  have  existed 
in  1946,  each  with  a  fair  and  significant  circulation,  the  American  Numismatic  Association’s  (ANA)  well- 
known  monthly  The  Numismatist ,  the  Hewitt  brothers’  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  monthly  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine ,  Wayte  Raymond's  of  New  York  City  bimonthly  The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal  and 
the  Lawrence  brothers’  (Roy  C.  and  Ray  L.)  of  Anamosa,  Iowa,  Coin  Collector.  The  latter  two  were, 
in  reality,  periodicals  for  customers  and  subscribers,  respectively,  of  Wayte  Raymond  and  the  Lawrence 
brothers.  It  would  have  been  from  these  four  periodicals  that  coin  hobbyists  might  have  first  learned  of 
the  Iowa  half  dollar  and  might  have  voiced  any  comments  or  reactions.  The  Iowa  Centennial  Committee, 
in  its  press  releases  mailed  to  newspapers,  magazines  and  radio  stations,  remembering  its  primary 
concentration  was  within  Iowa,  lists  in  its  Report  of  Activities  only  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine. 

Since  there  was  only  one  short  mention  about  the  Iowa  half  dollar,  which  cited  nothing  on  its 
distribution  and  sales,  in  The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal  January-February  1947  issue  on  page  19,  its 
relevance  is  evidently  insignificant.  But,  the  cover  of  this  issue  did  picture  the  model  of  the  halfs 
obverse,  the  side  with  the  Old  Stone  Capitol.5  The  Lawrence  brothers,  however,  are  another  matter. 
The  legendary  records  of  Ralph  Evans  (1896-1973),  recurrently  alluded  to  in  this  series,  and  the  files  of 
the  Iowa  state  treasurer  underscore  their  intense  reaction  and  opinions,  none  favorably,  to  the  distribution 
and  sales.  An  entire  future  article  will  focus  on  these  two  brothers.  Regretfully,  to  date,  copies  of  their 
Coin  Collector  have  not  surfaced.  Neither  the  ANA  library  nor  the  American  Numismatic  Society  (ANS) 
of  New  York  City  have  a  set  of  this  periodical  which  was  purchased  by  Krause  Publications  in  1969. 
Krause  Publications  itself  does  not  have  a  full  set  either.  It  is  strange  that  a  set  has  not  come  to  light 
except  for  a  few  scattered  issues  since  it  was  claimed  in  1963  to  have  17,250  subscribers.  This  author 
would  enjoy  very  much  in  contacting  and  corresponding  with  anyone  with  issues  from  1945,  1946  and 
1947  of  this  periodical.  Therefore,  this  leaves  only  The  Numismatist  and  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine. 


4 Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States:  Harry  S  Truman,  1946,  pp.  244-245. 

dn  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Summer  1993,  the  firm  of  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  is  incorrectly  cited 
as  publishers.  Wayte  Raymond,  active  and  well-known  coin  dealer  of  the  time,  is  the  correct  publisher.  The  author 

apologizes  for  this  error. 
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Centering  first  on  The  Numismatist,  without  reviewing  and  itemizing  each  and  every  mention, 
what  does  it  have  to  offer  as  to  any  numismatic  reactions?  The  first  mention  is  positive.  F  rom  the 
September  1946  issue,  it  was  remarked  casually  hut  fairly  “it  is  hardly  possible  that  collectors  will  have 
any  difficulty  in  obtaining”  an  Iowa  half  dollar  due  to  the  large  mintage  of  100,000  halves/  S<une 
months  later  a  somewhat  contrasting  tone  is  given  in  the  Notes  and  Queries  of  the  February  1947  issue 
where  it  is  written  “considering  the  quantity  coined,  it  is  probable  that  they  will  soon  be  offered  in  the 
coin  market  at  close  to  the  original  price.”7  This  statement  is  confirmed  as  a  full-page  ad  in  that  issue 
offers  “1946  Iowa  $3.00.”  This  ad  is  the  earliest  known  to  this  author  selling  Iowa  half  dollars  and  was 
placed  by  Earl  C.  Schill,  dba  World  Coin  Company  of  Miami,  Florida.  Mr.  Schill  listed  himself  as  an 
ANA  life  member,  #LM  175. 

The  strongest  reaction  in  a  negative  tone  was  printed  in  the  June  1947  issue.  Somewhat  long, 
it  reported  sales  had  ceased  and  the  initial  plans  to  retain  500  half  dollars  each  for  1996  and  2046,  Iowa’s 
sesquicentennial  and  bicentennial.  The  author  of  this,  maybe  the  editor,  ended: 

This  unusual  method  of  “saving  coins”  may  prove  popular  with  other  commissions  handling 
commemorative  coins.  It  is  just  possible  that  a  commission  will  hoard  the  entire  issue,  and  that, 
judging  from  a  lot  of  letters  we  have  received,  would  be  quite  all  right  as  far  as  most  present  day 
collectors  are  concerned.8 

This  closing  clearly  means  that  some  coin  hobbyists  of  the  time  did  express  some  complaint,  most  likely 
over  the  original  precedence  to  Iowans  only  or  the  price,  $3.00,  to  out-of-state  purchasers  initially.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  The  Numismatist  and  the  ANA  still  have  those  letters  on  file. 

What  has  been  summarized  from  The  Numismatist  might  be  thought  of  as  mild  and  unprovocative, 
yet  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  would  generate  a  rebuttal  from  the  ANA  president.  In  the 
January  1947  issue  of  that  periodical,  the  article  “The  Iowa  Commemorative  Sale”  is  given  coverage  on 
pages  3  and  4.  This  article  summarizes  and  quotes  the  press  releases  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee: 
background,  facts,  prices,  distribution,  orders  and  so  on,  although  some  procedures  were  changed  before 
this  publication’s  mailing. 

What  is  strong  in  tone  and  patently  from  the  editors  is  the  closing  paragraph  which  speaks  for 

itself: 


As  we  go  to  press  we  haven't  learned  how  successful  the  home-state  sale  turned  out.  Coin 
collectors,  the  ultimate  buyers  of  practically  all  commemorative  halves,  are  quick  to  point  out  that 
$2.50  ($3.00)  is  a  lot  of  money  for  a  specimen  of  a  100,000  issue.  The  1936  Cleveland  com  was 
struck  in  half  that  quantity  and  it's  only  “retailing”  for  $1.50  today,  ten  years  after  issue; 
Wisconsin’s  and  York,  Maine,  were  struck  in  25,000  quantity,  also  ten  years  ago,  and  their 
present  day  retail  prices  are  $2.50  to  $2.25.  Any  collector  who  feels  that  he  can't  “live”  without 
owning  a  specimen  right  now  can  more  than  likely  still  buy  one  from  the  Iowa  Centennial 


6The  Numismatist,  September  1946,  p.  1053. 
1The  Numismatist,  February  1947,  p.  172. 
%rThe  Numismatist,  June  1947,  pp.  436-437. 
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Committee,  State  House,  Des  Moines,  19,  Iowa,  otherwise  he  can  wait  until  the  price  comes  down 
to  its  true  relation  to  a  100,000  issue.9 

This  article  in  its  entirety  is  given  in  Figure  1. 


‘The  Iowa  Commemorative  Safe 

information  regarding  the  sale  of  the  Iowa  commemorative  half  dollar  was  released  to  the 
press  on  Tuesday.  December  10th.  The  press  releases  covering  rules,  etc.,  of  sale  consisted 
of  eight  typewritten  sheets.  For  numismatic  posterity  we  are  herewith  outlining  the 
highlights  of  this  “unique'  experiment  In  commemorative  half-dollar  distribution. 

The  piece  was  designed  by  Adam  Pietz.  who  was  assistant  chief  engraver  of  the  Mint,  and 
who  now  operates  his  own  studio  at  1001  Chestnut  Street.  Philadelphia.  The  obverse  of  the 
piece  depicts  the  old  stone  capitol  at  Iowa  City,  with  the  legends  and  mottoes:  'United  States 
of  America.*  'Half  Dollar."  ‘In  God  We  Trust."  and  'Liberty."  The  lettering  Is  much  too  large 
and  detracts  from  the  central  design.  The  reverse  has  a  facing  spread  eagle  holding  a  ribbon 
in  its  beak  on  which  appears:  "Our  liberties  we  prize  and  our  rights  we  will  maintain." 
Around  the  edge  of  the  coin  is  the  legend  "Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  *1846- 1 946*. "  The 
cons  were  minted  at  Philadelphia;  100.000  specimens. 

These  coins  were  offered  to  residents  of  Iowa  at  $2.50  each  thru  their  local  banks,  lowans 
were  given  the  penod  between  December  1  6  to  2 1  to  file  applications,  (on  a  special  form), 
one  coin  per  applicant.  The  following  quota  system  was  set-up: 

"These  Iowa  Centennial  coins  will  be  allocated  to  the  several  Iowa  COUNTIES  on  the  basis 
of  population  according  to  the  last  official  Federal  Census  (1940).  The  number  of  coins 
allocated  to  any  one  BANK  for  sale  to  its  local  Iowa  purchasers  will  then  be  determined  on 
the  basis  of  how  its  total  deposits  (less  interbank  and  public  deposits)  may  bear  to  the  total 
deposits  in  the  same  county  (less  interbank  and  public  deposit).  A  list  of  Iowa  banks  and 
their  quotas  is  on  file  at  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  State. 

"No  participating  bank  of  course  can  purchase  on  behalf  of  its  prospective  buyers  a  quantity 
of  these  coins  in  excess  of  the  quota  assigned  to  it.  such  quota  being  determined  as  above 
explained.  Any  unsold  portion  of  a  bank's  quota  shall  be  returned  to  and  held  in  reserve  by 
the  STATE  TREASURER'S  OFFICE  for  disposal  under  such  rules  as  shall  have  been 
formulated  to  the  IOWA  CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE  with  the  approval  of  the  GOVERNOR 
and  the  STATE  TREASURER." 

According  to  the  press  releases  some  5,000  pieces  were  being  reserved  for  sale  to  out-of- 
state  persons — at  $3.00  which  included  postage.  However,  applications  would  only  be 
received  between  December  20  and  23.  and  the  application  to  Include  the  purchase  price 
in  money  order,  draft  or  certified  check  only,  made  payable  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

The  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  attempted  to  sell  one  coin  to  approximately  every  thirty 
residents  of  the  State  (population  of  Iowa.  1940  census.  2.538.000).  In  their  publicity  stories 
they  appealed  to  the  "gambling"  instinct  with  this  statement:  The  Committee  said  the 
price  of  the  coin  was  set  at  $2.50  In  order  to  keep  IniUal  distribution  out  of  the  hands  of 
speculators  and  to  Insure  fairness  by  handling  through  banks  offering  to  act  for  the  state 
rather  than  distribution  in  private  hands.  The  Committee  pointed  out  collectors  have 
offered  $5  and  more  in  advance  of  distribution.  The  Committee  members  expressed  belief 
that  the  $2.50  price  was  reasonable  In  view  of  those  advance  offers." 

A  story  appeared  in  Iowa  newspapers  that  a  coin  dealer  had  offered  $7.50  per  coin  for  the 
entire  issue.  The  story  failed  to  give  the  name  of  this  philanthropic  coin  dealer.  Altho  this 
and  other  stories  probably  influenced  some  non-collectors  In  Iowa  to  take  a  flyer  on  a  "sure 
thing." 

As  we  go  to  press  we  haven't  learned  how  successful  the  home-state  sale  turned  out.  Coin 
Collectors,  the  ultimate  buyers  of  practically  all  commemorative  halves,  are  quick  to  pint 
out  that  $3.50  ($3.00)  Is  a  lot  of  money  for  a  specimen  of  a  100.000  issue.  The  1936 
Cleveland  coin  was  struck  in  half  that  quantity  and  it's  only  "retailing"  for  $1 .50  today,  ten 
years  after  issue;  Wisconsin's  and  York.  Maine  were  struck  In  25.000  quantity,  also  ten 
years  ago.  and  their  present  day  retail  prices  are  $2 .00  to  $2.25.  Any  collector  who  feels  that 
he  can't  "live"  without  owning  a  specimen  right  now  can  more  than  likely  still  buy  one  from 
the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  State  House.  Des  Moines  19,  Iowa,  otherwise  he  can  wait 
until  the  prices  comes  down  to  its  true  relation  to  a  100,000  Issue. 


Figure  1  -  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine ,  January  1947 


9 Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  january  15,  1947,  pp.  3-4. 
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On  January  22,  1947,  Lloyd  B.  Gettys  (1894-1982),  then  an  ANA  governor  and  soon  its  president 
(1947-1949)  replied  to  the  above.  Beginning,  Mr.  Gettys  laments  “that  before  writing  you  did  not  take 
a  little  time  to  get  the  facts.”  He  notes  that  “Iowa  people  ought  to  be  getting  a  little  praise  that  this  is 
one  issue  of  commemorative  coin  that  got  into  the  hands  of  the  folks  without  some  dealers  cornering  the 
issue,”  and  ending,  he  closes  “that  you  ought  to  get  your  facts  a  little  straighter  before  taking  a  crack  at 
the  good  people  of  Iowa.”10  Mr.  Gettys’  letter  is  given  in  Figure  ft 2. 


January  22 
1947 

Mr.  Lee  F.  Hewitt 
5450  North  Clark 
Chicago  40,  Illinois 

Dear  Lee: 

That  was  quite  an  article  you  had  in  the  current  Scrapbook  on  the  Iowa  Commemorative 
sale.  It's  too  bad.  though,  that  before  writing  you  did  not  take  a  little  time  to  get  the  facts. 
Your  comparisons  with  this  issue  of  the  Iowa  coin  and  those  of  York.  Maine  and  Cleveland 
is  not  a  true  or  fair  one  and  the  conclusions  arc  way  out  of  line  to  say  the  least. 

This  issue  of  Iowa  coin  was  made  primarily  for  tyhe  residents  of  the  state  of  Iowa.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  some  fnends  on  the  Commission  the  Governor  would  not  have  allowed  any  to 
have  been  sold  outside  of  the  stale.  However.  5  thousand  were  set  aside  for  residents  other 
than  the  state  of  Iowa,  of  which  better  than  4  thousand  have  been  sold. 

Please  understand.  Lee.  I  am  not  arguing  whether  this  was  right  or  wrong  method.  1  am 
merely  trying  to  tell  you  just  what  took  place.  Approximately  91  thousand  so  far  have  been 
sold  to  residents  of  the  state  of  Iowa  and  mostly  in  single  pieces.  The  coins  were  distnbuted 
through  the  banks  with  all  unsold  coins  being  returned  to  the  Centennial  Com  mission  in  Des 
Moines  on  January  15th.  Less  than  3.100  coins  were  returned,  these  are  now  being  sold  to 
residents  of  Iowa  at  S3. 00  each. 

Your  arguments  about  the  100  thousand  issue  and  comparative  values  just  won't  hold 
water  under  these  circumstances.  About  everybody  1  run  across  in  Iowa  has  a  coin  carrying 
it  around  in  his  pocket.  In  a  few  years  how  many  uncirculated  specimens  do  you  think  will 
be  available.  As  an  example  let  us  lake  the  issue  of  the  1931  D  Lincoln  cent.  4.480  thousand, 
and  the  193 IS  866  thousand.  The  31 D  catalogs  at  S3. 00  and  the  3 IS  at  $1.35.  Some 
difference,  not  only  in  pnee  but  in  mintage. 

A  lot  of  people  are  taking  a  slap  at  the  Iowa  Centennial  Commission,  many  dealers  alos. 
some  stating  that  an  Iowa  dealer  has  a  comer  on  the  coins,  which  assertion  is  absurd.  Iowa 
people  ought  to  be  getting  a  little  praise  that  this  is  one  issue  of  commemrative  com  that  got 
into  the  hands  of  the  folks  without  some  dealers  cornering  the  issue.  The  Iowa  Cetenmal 
Commission  was  of  the  opinion  that  Iowa  residents  should  have  first  change  at  the  coin,  it 
was  their  celebration  in  honor  of  Iowa's  100th  anniversary  of  admittance  to  statehood,  and 
after  all  who  had  a  better  right  to  the  coin. 

As  stated  before.  1  am  not  arguing  with  you  whether  the  commission  handled  it  correctly 
or  incorrectly,  but  I  just  thought  1  would  suggest  that  you  ought  to  get  your  facts  a  little 
straighter  before  taking  a  crack  at  the  good  people  of  Iowa. 

Outside  of  that,  how  are  you? 

Warm  regards! 

Sincerely  yours, 

LOYD  GETTYS 


Figure  2 

Lloyd  G.  Gettys,  a  founder  of  the  Iowa  Numismatic  Association  (IN A)  in  1938,  lived  in 
Davenport,  Iowa,  and  was  associated  with  Mutual  of  New  York  (MONY)  for  many  years.  He  chaired 
the  1946  ANA  convention  held  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  he  received  the  ANA  s  Medal  of  Merit  in  1951. 


l0Lloyd  B.  Gettys,  letter  of  January  22,  1947,  to  Lee  F.  Hewitt.  Mr.  Gettys  opened  his  rebuttal  addressing 
“Dear  Lee.”  Note  the  time  between  the  dates. 
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Since  he  lived  and  worked  in  Davenport,  it  is  very  probable  that  he  and  Ralph  Evans,  chairman 
ot  the  Sub-Committee  on  the  Coin  (refer  to  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Fall/Winter  1992),  were  in  contact 
due  to  business,  community  affairs,  or  membership  in  fraternal  organizations.  Beyond  this  letter  here, 
his  involvement  with  the  Iowa  half  dollar  is  unknown.  Conjecture  would  have  it  that  Mr.  Gettys  and  Mr. 
Evans,  already  knowing  each  other,  could  have  met  and  conversed  during  the  1946  Davenport  ANA 
convention,  because  Mr.  Evans  did  note  “the  benefit  of  meeting  with  officers  and  members  of  the  board 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association”  at  the  aforementioned  convention.11  What  is  more  convincing 
is  that  Mr.  Gettys  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Evans. 

These  two  periodicals  reviewed  here  may,  in  individual  interpretation  or  retrospect,  not  present 
a  clear  picture  of  what  the  then-numismatic  fraternity  genuinely  believed  about  the  Iowa  half  dollar  and 
its  highly  promoted  “unique”  distribution  and  sales. 

The  often-quoted  and  attributed  records  of  Ralph  Evans  do  expound  repeatedly  that  as  far  as  the 
Iowa  Centennial  Committee  was  concerned  about  any  responses  from  the  numismatic  fraternity:  let  them 
criticize  and  complain.  The  committee’s  priority  was  for  individual  Iowans  to  purchase  the  half  dollar 
as  “pocket  pieces  or  keepsakes— not  for  speculation.”12  This  quotation  is  from  a  February  15,  1947, 
letter  by  Lester  Milligan,  chairman  of  the  entire  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  who  in  a  carbon  copy  to 
Ralph  Evans  penciled  at  the  bottom  “The  Coin  Collectors  Must  Be  Hurt,  The  Way  They  Gripe!!” 
Additional  reactions  and  the  heated  Lawrence  brothers’  controversy  will  be  reviewed  in  subsequent 
articles. 
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Since  the  Norse  American  Centennial  medals  were  mentioned  in  the  last  issue  of  our  journal  (“  Ihe 
1 936  Philippine  Commemoratives  and  President  M.  L.  Quezon  ”  by  Frank  W.  DuVall),  I  thought  a  feature 
completely  devoted  to  them  would  be  of  interest  to  our  members.  Our  Society ’s  vice  president  obligingly 
answered  my  plea  for  a  more  in-depth  study. . . 

THE  NORSE  AMERICAN  COMMEMORATIVE  ISSUE 

by  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 


This  article  was  written  in  response  to  hundreds  of  requests  from  collectors,  investors  and  dealers 
seeking  information  pertaining  to  Norse  Thick  and  Thins.  Inquiry  followed  inquiry  as  to  why  there  is 
so  little  information  on  the  subject:  “Where  can  I  locate  more  info?”  “How  good  of  an  investment  are 
they?”  Most  wanted  to  know  more  about  the  issue  because  it  is  constantly  seen  offered  for  sale  along 
with  the  commemorative  series. 

After  $400  worth  of  phone  calls,  several  plane  trips,  much  separation  of  human  fact  from  fiction, 
and  two  months  of  many  hours  of  pure  hard  original  research,  I  am  very  grateful  to  be  able  to  present 
a  great  deal  of  information  which  has  never  been  published  before. 

How  did  the  medals  become  a  reality? 

An  individual  most  proud  of  his  Norse  descent  wanted  to  contribute  to  the  growth  of  its 
heritage,  as  well  as  having  its  centennial  celebration  remembered,  by  having  it  preserved  “in  metal”  as 
well  as  “paper  time  capsules”  for  the  “future”  to  recall.  Such  were  his  Dream  and  Goal.  His  name  was 
O.  J.  Kvale,  Congressman  (7th  Dist.,  Minneapolis)  of  the  Coin,  Weights  and  Measures  Committee. 

On  February  3,  1925,  accompanied  by  his  son,  Congressman  Kvale  visited  his  friends  in  the 
Treasury  Department  in  order  to  present  the  first  draft  of  his  bill  which  was  to  be  introduced  the 
following  day,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  prepare  and  issue  silver  medals 
commemorating  the  Norse  American  Centennial.  During  the  discussion  it  was  immediately  pointed  out 
that  objections  would  arise  as  to  the  production  of  a  round  metal  because  of  its  similarity  in  size  between 
the  quarter  and  half  dollar.  Acting  Mint  Director  Ms.  M.  M.  O’Reilly,  present  at  the  meeting,  indicated 
that  the  only  alternative  would  be  the  striking  of  a  round  medal  which  must  be  larger,  thicker  and  heavier 
than  a  silver  dollar. 

It  was  at  this  moment  that  the  Congressman’s  son  suggested  the  medal  be  made  octagonal  (eight 
sides)  or  hexagonal  (six  sides).  Both  Ms.  O’Reilly  and  Under-Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Winston 
immediately  loved  the  idea.  Thus  we  now  know  how  and  why  the  shape  of  the  medal  was  selected! 

During  the  day  the  Congressman  also  spoke  to  legal  representatives  in  the  House  Legislative 
Drafting  Service  and  the  legal  counsel  in  the  Treasury  to  be  certain  the  bill  would  contain  no 
“imperfections”  which  would  cause  later  troubles.  Shortly  thereafter  he  was  informed  that  the  Treasury 
Department  would  assure  him— from  the  beginning— all  the  possible  cooperation  necessary  to  help  him 
make  his  goal  a  reality. 

All  silver  used  to  strike  these  medals  was  to  be  advanced  by  the  government  from  its  supply  at 
the  Mint,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  purchasing  silver  in  the  open  market  by  the  Norse  American 
Centennial  Commission.  Its  cost  would  represent  only  production  (up  to  a  maximum  of  40,000  medals) 
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and  die  making.  One  might  now  ask,  “Why  wasn’t  a  commemorative  coin  struck  instead  of  a  medal?” 
A  good  question.  Looking  back  at  this  period  (1925),  we  note  that  Congress  authorized  six 
commemorative  issues: 


a)  The  Lexington-Concord  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar  -  January  14. 

b)  The  Ft.  Vancouver  Centennial  half  dollar  -  February  14. 

c)  The  California  Diamond  Jubilee  half  dollar  -  February  14. 

d)  The  Vermont  or  Battle  of  Bennington  half  dollar  -  February  24. 

e)  The  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  half  dollar  and  $2-1/2  gold  issues  -  March  3. 


Remember  the  agitation  concerning  the  Huguenot-Walloon  Tercentenary  half  dollar  of  1924?  Its 
suppression  was  desired,  for  it  was  labeled  a  vehicle  for  religious  propaganda  and  was,  therefore,  un- 
American  and  unsuitable  for  our  coinage! 

Others  argued  that  American  events  associated  with  the  Huguenot-Walloon  settling  could  have 
been  commemorated  instead  of  the  approved  remembrance  of  their  settling  in  the  New  World.  With  this 
in  mind.  Congressman  Kvale  knew  that  striking  a  special  coin  was  impossible  because  of  the  existing 
attitudes  of  Congress  and  the  Treasury  Department.  Medal,  Si!  Commemorative  coin  honoring  the 
arrival  of  the  first  shipload  of  Norse  immigrants,  No!!!  Thus  we  now  are  aware  as  to  why  a  medal  and 
not  a  coin  was  produced. 


Why  were  the  Norse  medals  struck? 

On  March  2,  1925,  one  day  before  the  “Sesqui”  approval,  Congress  authorized  the  production 
of  a  maximum  40,000  octagonal  medals  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  the  Norse  American  Centennial 
celebrations.  Such  were  to  be  minted  to  preserve  remembrance  of  the  New  York  (Orleans  County) 
arrival  on  October  9,  1825,  of  the  first  group  of  Norse  immigrants  to  America  on  board  the  sloop 
Restaur ationen.  (This  represented  the  first  organized  immigration  for  Norwegians  arriving  here  during 
the  earliest  colonial  years!)  Festivities  were  to  take  place  on  the  Minnesota  State  Fair  Grounds  between 
June  6-9,  1925. 


Who  created  this  issue? 

In  search  for  a  well-known  designer.  Congressman  Kvale  had  hoped  his  friend  Senator  Shipstead 
would  be  able  to  contact  Gutzon  Borglum,  creator  of  the  Stone  Mountain  half  dollar,  and  request  his 
services  for  a  nominal  fee— or  even  gratis!  The  famous  sculptor,  who  was  to  leave  the  Stone  Mountain 
project  to  carve  the  gigantic  heads  of  Presidents  Washington,  Jefferson,  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  Lincoln 
on  Mount  Rushmore,  S.D.,  was  just  too  busy. 

Since  time  was  of  the  essence,  James  Earle  Fraser,  husband  of  the  famous  designer  Laura  Gardin 
Fraser,  sculptor  and  member  of  the  Federal  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  was  asked  “to  do  the  honors.” 
It  was  the  Frasers,  by  the  way,  who  prepared  the  designs  for  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars— which  are 
considered  among  the  finest  in  the  commemorative  series. 

At  this  point  one  might  argue  that  OPUS  FRASER  and  not  “J.E.F.”  designed  this  issue— for  his 
name  is  seen  on  the  medal’s  reverse.  True.  However,  OPUS  FRASER,  per  se,  is  not  a  person! 
According  to  Frances  D.  Capbell,  Jr.,  chief  librarian  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  OPUS  is  the 
Latin  term  for  “work  of.”  Thus  work  of  FRASER!  Opus  was  frequently  used  by  Gunthe  Kienast  in  the 
work  Medals  of  Karl  Goetz.  David  T.  Alexander,  a  director  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild,  also 
added  that  the  use  of  this  term  was  an  old-fashioned  European  method.  Since  the  medal  commemorated 
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the  Norse  immigrants,  a  “touch  of  OPUS”  was  added.  Examining  the  die  and  designing  costs  incurred 
by  the  Centennial,  I  would  be  of  the  strong  opinion  that  Mr.  Fraser  was  paid  $1,500  for  his  efforts. 
Sounds  high?  Why,  his  wife  was  paid  $1,200  for  the  creation  of  the  Ft.  Vancouver  half-dollar  issue  of 
1925.  Based  on  previous  numismatic  research,  this  was  the  fee  charged  by  a  top  designer  when  creating 
a  coin  design. 

The  Minneapolis  Journal  on  March  29,  1925,  presented  a  sketch  of  the  Norse  medal.  Naturally, 
there  was  some  criticism  concerning  the  design,  claiming  that  people  here  in  America  would  get  the 
impression  that  the  Norsemen  in  1825  still  lived,  acted  and  dressed  the  way  the  Knights  of  Europe 
dressed  during  the  Middle  Ages  or  during  the  Feudal  Age  or  that  those  immigrants  who  arrived  here  in 
1825  looked,  lived  and  acted  the  same.  Others  felt  the  date  1000  A.D.  or  Vinland  1000  should  be  located 
below  the  Viking  pictured  on  the  obverse,  thus  indicating  the  proper  time  period.  However,  the 
aforementioned  had  no  effect  on  the  planned  design. 

Orders  for  the  Norse  issue— which  was  as  yet  to  be  struck  by  the  Mint— started  to  arrive  at  the 
Committee’s  Medal  Department,  1 1  Washington  Ave.  S.,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  in  late  April.  Offered 
first  were  the  Thick  specimens  at  $1.25  each.  Rules  stated  that  no  customer  was  permitted  to  purchase 
more  than  one!  However,  you  could  order  for  all  “500”  people  in  your  family,  if  that  be  the  case,  via 
an  individual  order  for  each  medal.  It  was  also  made  known  that  this  could  be  the  only  method  of 
acquisition,  for  none  were  to  be  offered  at  the  celebrations  or  delivered  in  person  at  the  time  of  purchase. 
This  was  done  to  keep  an  exact  record  of  what  was  sold  and  have  postal  receipts  of  each,  as  proof,  for 
accounting  purposes. 

As  an  added  incentive  to  purchase  the  medal,  it  was  made  known  that  they  would  become  more 
valuable  as  time  passed  because  it  was  the  first  medal  authorized  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Actually,  this  is  not  true— as  the  Centennial  was  to  later  discover. 

Do  round  die  trial  pieces  exist  for  this  issue? 

A  letter  sent  by  Ms.  M.  M.  O’Reilly,  acting  director  of  the  Mint  to  Hon.  Charles  Moore, 
chairman  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  dated  April  14,  1925,  was  accompanied  by  one  “round” 
obverse  and  one  “round”  reverse  or  uniface  trial  strikings  of  the  Norse  issue  struck  in  copper. 

Received  and  approved  on  the  following  day  (April  15),  the  only  criticism  by  the  Commission 
was  that  the  article  “THE”  be  removed  from  the  reverse  inscription  before  the  word  “CONGRESS.” 
It  originally  read  AUTHORIZED  BY  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
Such  a  phrase  would  never  be  used  in  writing  or  speaking,  and  thus  it  was  changed  to  read 
AUTHORIZED  BY  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

There  is  no  record  in  the  National  Archives  of  the  corrected  die  trial  piece  or  round  copper 
uniface  specimen,  but  such  was  officially  made  and  presently  resides  in  the  collection  of  H.  Lincoln 
Vehmeyer — a  true  relation  to  our  great  16th  President.  It  measures  3.6  x  3.6cm  with  a  .2cm  thickness 
or  almost  1-1/2  inches  wide  with  a  1/16-inch  thickness.  Thus  we  may  conclude  that  there  exists  one 
round  obverse  die  trial  piece— since  the  medal’s  obverse  was  approved— and  two  round  reverse  trial 
pieces,  with  and  without  the  article  THE  as  mentioned  above,  struck  in  copper. 

Now,  this  issue’s  symbolism  and  its  interpretation. 

Observing  this  medal’s  obverse,  we  can  see  a  full-length  figure  of  a  Norwegian  Viking  chieftain 
who  has  left  his  ship  and  has  just  come  ashore  on  the  American  continent.  He  is  depicted  in  his  full 
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fighting  regalia,  which  consists  of  a  horned  helmet,  breastplate,  svard  or  dagger,  sword  (in  right  hand) 
and  battle  shield  (in  left  hand). 


Norse  American  Medal  -  Obverse 


Actually,  the  protective  head  covering  was  not  worn  in  battle.  Recent  studies  reveal  that  the 
horned  helmet  was  only  ceremonial  in  nature  and  used  more  than  three  thousand  years  ago  during  the 
Bronze  Age.  Most  likely,  it  was  worn  by  one  who  was  thought  to  possess  supernatural  powers  for 
healing  and  invoking  spirits— a  kind  of  medicine  man. 

The  Vikings,  who  are  also  called  Norsemen,  were  seafaring  warriors  who  raided  and  colonized 
wide  areas  of  Europe  from  the  9th  to  1 1th  Century.  This  disruptive  influence  was  to  have  a  profound 
effect  on  European  history.  Why  did  they  raid?  These  pagan  Danish,  Swedish  and  Norwegian  warriors 
undertook  such  raids  probably  because  of  many  factors,  ranging  from  an  overpopulation  at  home  to  the 
relative  helplessness  of  their  victims  abroad— especially  the  Irish  monks,  who  recorded  their  acts. 

One  might  now  question  the  reasoning  behind  the  portrayal  of  the  Viking  on  this  issue.  Would 
not  a  figure  of  Leif  Ericson,  the  1 1th  Century  Norse  explorer  who  is  said  to  be  the  first  European  to  set 
foot  on  the  American  continent  at  a  place  called  Vinland  “without  a  horned  helmet,”  be  more  of  an 
appropriate  choice? 

The  mind  of  Congressman  Kvale  was  to  see  not  the  aforementioned  explorer.  It  saw  pure 
romanticization.  It  saw  a  Viking  ship  and  its  chieftain  in  full  fighting  regalia.  Located  in  the  upper  field 
is  the  inscription  NORSE  AMERICAN  CENTENNIAL  with  the  Centennial  dates  1825-1925  separated 
by  this  awesome  figure. 

Upon  returning  to  Norway  in  1824,  “pioneer  pathfinder”  Kleng  Peerson  presented  glowing 
accounts  of  the  possibilities  to  be  realized  in  America.  Based  on  his  enthusiasm  for  this  country,  Norse- 
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descendant  traders  and  farmers  arrived  in  New  York  the  following  year  on  October  9,  1825,  via  the 
Restaurationen  and  were  to  journey  successfully  westward  over  the  years. 

This  issue’s  reverse  does  not  portray  the  Restaurationen  but  a  Viking  ship  with  full  crew  at  sea. 
Above,  we  note  the  inscription  AUTHORIZED  BY  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA.  Located  in  the  lower  field  is  the  date  A.D.  1000,  indicating  the  approximate  time  Leif 
Ericson  landed  at  Vinland.  The  designer’s  OPUS  is  located  about  the  eight  o’clock  position. 


Norse  American  Medal  -  Reverse 


What  are  the  mintage  figures  for  the  Norse  issues? 

It  appears  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  this  issue  in  the  early  part  of  May  1925.  Records 
indicate  that  39,850  silver  pieces  in  total  were  struck — like  ordinary  business  strikings — then  counted  and 
bagged  and  shipped  to  the  Fourth  Street  National  Bank  of  Philadelphia  for  the  Committee.  (Included  in 
this  figure  were  the  gold  medals.) 

Delivered  in  total  were  the  following: 

A)  33,750  pieces  struck  on  a  thick  octagonal  silver  planchet. 

3.0cm  x  2.9cm  (dia.)  with  a  .2cm  thickness  or  a  1-1/4"  medal  with  a  1/16"  thickness. 
Production  dates:  May  29;  June  1-6;  and  June  8-13,  1925. 

B)  6,000  pieces  struck  on  a  thin  octagonal  silver  planchet. 

3.0cm  x  2.9cm  (dia.)  with  an  approximate  1.6cm  thickness  or  a  1-1/4"  medal  with  a  1/20" 
thickness.  Production  dates:  May  21  -  2,000  pieces;  May  22  -  3,000  pieces;  and  May  23  -  1,000 
pieces. 

C)  100  matte  proof  pieces  struck  twice  on  a  .900  fine  octagonal  gold  planchet. 
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2  45cm  \  2  4cm  (ilia.)  with  an  approximate  .2cm  thickness  or  just  short  of  1"  wide  with  a 
1  16"  thickness.  Production  dates:  June  3  &  4,  1925. 

D)  75  pieces  were  struck  approximately  seven  months  later  on  a  copper-bronze  planchet. 

6.95cm  by  6.7cm  (dia.)  with  a  ,45cm  thickness  or  a  2-5/8"  wide  medal  with  almost  a  1/4" 
thickness.  Production  dates:  After  November  27,  1925. 

In  early  October  1925,  it  was  learned  that  the  Norse  medals  were  not  the  first  to  be  authorized 
by  Congress,  as  claimed  by  the  Norse  Publicity  Committee.  Congressman  Kvale  was  informed  by  Mint 
Director  R  S.  Grant  that  a  medal  issued  for  the  American  Centennial,  which  took  place  in  Philadelphia 
in  1876,  was  the  first!  He  was  now  to  discover  further  that  this  medal  was  produced  in  different  sizes! 


American  Centennial  Medal 

The  larger  size  “turned  him  on.”  Immediately  he  informed  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Holvik,  that  he  believed  50  three-inch  bronze  medals  should  also  be  struck,  for  it  would  show  the  detail 
more  clearly— especially  in  the  display  cases  in  museums,  colleges  and  the  like.  In  fact,  he  would 
purchase  all  the  medals— at  cost— in  the  event  they  were  not  sold  after  July  1,  1926!  Mr.  Holvik  was 
against  this  idea  and  would  vote  against  such.  Now,  one  perceived  a  growing  dislike  between  these  two 
gentlemen.  Since  all  members  of  the  Board  were  for  the  new  medal,  he  chose  to  do  likewise.  According 
to  his  papers,  he  did  relate  that  he  hoped  this  was  the  last  phase  of  the  medal  situation.  On 
November  27,  1925,  the  Board  authorized  the  Congressman  to  have  the  “bronze”  become  a  reality! 

Seventy-five  copper-bronze  medals  and  not  fifty  were  struck,  most  likely  in  December  by  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  (Some  numismatists  believe  that  only  sixty  were  produced.)  However,  for  reasons 
known  only  to  “the  Congressman,”  possibly  all  of  the  medals  were  silver  triple  plated  outside  the  Mint 
by  a  private  firm  in  the  nation’s  capital.  Could  it  be  that  silver  looks  more  prestigious  than  bronze? 
Thirty  pieces  were  presented  or  mailed  to  official  guests  from  Norway,  attending  the  later  celebrations, 
as  well  as  President  Coolidge.  This  was  probably  the  reason  as  to  why  seventy-five  medals  were  struck. 
Should  silver  dip  (a  liquid  which  removes  tarnish  from  silver)  be  used  several  times  and  rubbed  against 
that  plated  metal,  expect  it  to  vanish  in  part  from  the  surface,  exposing  a  little  bronze! 
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The  Centennial  received  the  following  medals  from  the  Mint 
at  cost:  a)  Silver  -  Thick  @  $.45  each;  b)  Silver  -  Thin  @  $.30  each; 
c)  Gold  @  $10.14  each.  The  Thick  was  sold  for  $1.25  or  almost 
three  times  cost.  No  information  is  available  as  yet  on  the  Thin’s 
selling  price,  but  I  would  estimate  $1 .75.  The  reason  as  to  why  a  thin 
blank  was  struck  also  remains  an  elusive  “needle  in  the  haystack.” 
Max  E.  Brasile  of  Jackson,  Michigan,  remembers  purchasing  the  gold 
specimen  from  the  Centennial  for  about  $20  back  in  1925. 


First  strikings  of  the  silver  and  gold  medals  were  retained  by 
the  Centennial  Corporation.  Congressman  O.  J.  Kvale  was  presented 
Gold  Medal  #2  or  the  second  piece  struck  in  appreciation  of  his 
services,  while  George  L.  Croker,  W.  J.  Clark  and  J.  Carmichael 
were  presented  with  Gold  Medals  #3  through  #5,  respectively,  in 
appreciation  of  courtesies  extended  the  Centennial. 


As  of  July  31, 
1925,  7,697  Norse 

Thicks  were  sold, 
leaving  26,053  pieces 
in  stock,  as  well  as  53 
gold  specimens,  plus 
the  entire  6,000  Norse 
Thins— which  were  not 
offered  for  sale  until 
November  or 
December  of  that  year. 
They  were  reportedly 
sold  out  to  non¬ 
collectors.  ( The 

Numismatist,  June 
1933). 


Norse  Gold  Medal  with  Case  & 
Letter  Presented  to  President  and 
Mrs.  Coolidge  (Photo  Courtesy  of 
Minnesota  Historical  Society) 


By  Oct.  14, 

1925,  Secretary  Johan 
Andreas  Holvik 
expressed  his  lack  of 
understanding  as  to 
why  few  “Norsemen” 
purchased  the  medal. 

He  believed  it  was 
possibly  the  delay  in 
obtaining  the  medals 
from  the  Mint.  When 

they  did  arrive,  the  initial  interest  might  have  been  lost.  Or  was  it  that  the  price  was  too  high7 


Close-up  of  Case  and  Norse  Gold  Medal 
Presented  to  President  and  Mrs.  Coolidge 
(Photo  Courtesy  of 
Minnesota  Historical  Society) 


According  to  a  letter  published  in  the  June  1933  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  page  397,  all  unsold 
medals  were  called  in  by  the  Central  Committee.  The  results,  according  to  Treasurer  Lars  O.  Haugh, 
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equated  to  the  return  of  2,000  Thick  pieces  from  a  Chicago  bank  as  well  as  a  few  Thins— all  of  which 
are  in  hi.s  possession.  Possibly  these  2,000  Thick  pieces  were  returned  to  the  Mint  and  melted,  leaving 
us  with  a  total  mintage  of  31,750  or  eventually  sold.  Additional  research  will  reveal  such.  Since  the 
Corporation  owed  the  U  S.  Treasury  money,  the  53  gold  matte  proof  specimens  were  returned  and 
melted. 


By  December  1936  the  Thin  was  selling  for  $5,  whereas  the  Thick  could  be  purchased  for  $3. 
The  gold  and  silver  plated  medals  were  rarely  offered  for  sale. 

As  previously  mentioned,  these  medals  were  struck  like  coins  and  treated  in  the  same  manner. 
They  will  exhibit  bag  marks,  nicks,  scratches,  varying  degrees  of  striking  qualities— especially  near  the 
inner  rims,  differ  slightly  in  measurement,  exhibit  little  to  heavy  wear  because  they  were,  shall  we  say, 
“medallically”  abused,  since  the  medals— mostly  the  Thick— were  kept  as  pocket  and  dresser  drawer 
pieces,  improperly  handled,  and  even  worn  (on  a  neck  chain)  by  visitors  to  the  celebration  and  thereafter. 
Dealer  Selby  Ungar  showed  me  several  pieces  that  would  grade  numismatically  from  About  Good  to  Very 
Fine  from  his  stock.  Evident  was  the  above-mentioned  quality  of  the  inner  rim,  which  he  also  pointed 
out. 


Can  the  Norse  issue  be  considered  a  coin?  Congress  authorized  such  as  medals.  Thus  they  are 
not  legal  tender  at  a  face  value  which  can  be  acceptable  in  the  discharge  of  debts.  However,  these 
specimens  have  been  collected  along  with  U.S.  commemorative  coins  since  1925  and  have  shown  good 
appreciation,  considering  they  have  seldom  been  in  the  limelight. 

The  very  rare  matte  proof  gold  specimens  have  sold  between  $1,900  and  $12,000.  Attribute  price 
range  to  the  condition  or  quality  of  the  offered  piece.  Scratches,  cuts,  digs  and  doctoring  lower  the 
value.  Have  seen  an  offering  that  was  polished  lightly  to  remove  a  fine  scratch,  then  acid  dipped  to 
simulate  the  once  original  surface.  Suggest  one  purchase  from  the  truly  knowledgeable  when  considering 
acquisition. 

Our  large  silver  triple-plated  3-inch  (or  2-5/8  inch)  medal  that  too  was  so  well  distributed  has  sold 
between  $500  and  $3,500  when  available. 

Original  Norse  Thick  specimens  currently  sell  between  $50  and  $90,  whereas  the  rarer  Thin 
specimen  can  be  presently  purchased  between  $80  and  $150,  depending  on  the  quality.  [Note:  At  a 
recent  Long  Beach  Expo,  your  editor  saw  a  lovely  toned  set  trade  on  a  wholesale  level  in  excess  of 
$350!] 


Thanks  to  dealer  David  F.  Schmidt  of  Tacoma,  Washington,  we  know  that  6,000  Norse  Thins 
were  struck  between  May  21  and  May  23,  1925.  What  we  don’t  know  is  the  reason  for  the  halt  in 
production! 

My  hypothesis  would  reflect  the  Centennial  Commission’s  displeasure  with  the  thin  planchet 
striking  and  thus  requested  a  thicker  planchet.  Or  could  it  be  just  that  6,000  pieces  were  purposely 
ordered  to  create  a  rarer  item  to  create  future  interest  and  increase  sales? 

We  can  then  equate  this  to  the  Alabama  2x2,  Grant  with  Star  and  Missouri  2*4  low-mintage 
commemorative  issues  that  were  produced  along  with  larger  mintages  bearing  the  same  design  to  help 
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increase  sales.  Congressman  Kvale  knew  about  this.  Whatever  the  case,  33,750  Thicks  were  produced 
between  May  29  and  June  13,  1925. 

The  gold  medal  production  of  100  numbered  pieces  took  place  between  June  3  and  4. 

Concerning  the  2-5/8-inch  or  3-inch  bronze  or  silver  medal,  as  it  was  previously  known,  it  can 
only  be  added  that  they  were  struck  after  November  27,  1925,  and  are  triple  silver  plated  on  a  copper- 
bronze  planchet.  Thirty,  instead  of  26  pieces,  were  presented  to  guests  from  Norway. 

Also  surfacing  on  the  numismatic  market— and  previously  unknown— were  several  excessively 
rare  items.  One  was  a  die  trial  piece  struck  in  solid  silver  of  the  2-5/8-inch  silver  plated  medal.  The 
following  is  a  description  by  medalist  expert  David  T.  Alexander:  ‘  This  Norse  piece  is  the  2-5/8-inch 
medal,  as  struck  in  bronze.  The  specimen  is  untrimmed,  presenting  a  fully  struck  octagon  on  an  unevenly 
scalloped  planchet  which  appears  to  be  solid  silver,  its  edges  rough,  with  no  trace  at  any  point  of  any 
other  metal  underneath  the  silver  surface.” 

The  overall  diameter  is  about  3-5/16  inches,  darkened  by  toning,  but  spared  handling  by  incurious 
years  ‘in  a  box.’  The  reverse  die  is  the  “Authorized  by  Congress  of  the  United  States  ‘type.’” 


Norse  3-5/16"  Die  Trial  -  Obverse  &  Reverse  (Photo  Courtesy  of  William  Brown) 


Concerning  the  potential  of  this  trial  specimen,  Alexander  believes  “it  has  unique  market  potential 
because  of  the  long  association  of  the  Norse  Thick  and  Thin  with  America  s  commemorative  coinage, 
creating  unmatched  appeal.  As  a  U.S.  Mint  medal,  as  a  work  of  James  Earle  Fraser  and  as  an  untrimmed 
die  trial  in  a  precious  metal,  this  piece  will  offer  powerful  appeal  to  16,000  medal  collectors!” 
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It  is  also  very  appealing  to  a  special  segment  of  commemorative  coinage  collectors  if  this 
specimen  were  made  available.  So  vividly  seen  on  this  trial  piece’s  obverse  is  the  designer’s  initial  F 
(Fraser)  located  at  a  seven  o’clock  position  on  the  boulder,  below  the  ship’s  rear  oar. 

Also  recently  discovered  by  dealer  Richard  Hertzog  of  Rockford,  Illinois,  was  a  trial  3-inch  (or 
2-5  8-inch)  medal  struck  in  nickel.  Unlike  the  aforementioned  silver  trial  piece,  the  edges  were  trimmed, 
polished  and  rounded.  The  specimen  was  auctioned  through  World  Exonumia,  where  $4,600  was 
required  for  its  purchase!  Today  it  resides  in  the  collection  of  dealer  Robert  Rhue  of  Englewood, 
Colorado.  Both  the  aforementioned  were  struck  for  Sinnock  and  possibly  presented  to  Kvale. 

Neil  Harris,  former  editor  of  The  Numismatist,  has  been  researching  the  life  and  works  of 
Sinnock.  “This  chief  engraver  seemed  to  have  a  particular  interest  in  nickel  pieces,  possibly  because 
nickel  was  such  a  difficult  and  challenging  metal  to  use.  He  might  have  liked  to  show  his  colleagues  a 
large  nickel  medal.”  There  are  five  nickel  medals  struck  of  the  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross  medal  by  Sinnock, 
but  Harris’  research  thus  far  does  not  show  any  striking  records  of  the  Norse  piece. 

Another  discovery,  by  your  author,  was  an  extremely  rare  brilliant  proof  trial  piece.  This  double 
or  triple  struck  medal’s  planchet  weight  is  between  that  of  the  Thick  and  Thin  (about  9.2  pennyweight). 
Thus  the  medium  weight  Norse  proof.  Within  the  realm  of  the  regular  Thin  issue,  friend,  dealer  and  co- 
Norse  explorer,  Selby  Ungar,  discovered  a  double-die  specimen,  as  well  as  pieces  displaying  a  thin  and 
fat  (regular)  horn— along  with  a  fat  with  almost  full  horn,  aside  from  the  normal  striking. 

There  exist  approximately  ten  complete  sets  (all  four  strikings)  in  a  special  velvet  and  wood  frame 
covered  with  a  glass  slide.  These  are  very  difficult  to  locate  and  always  in  demand! 

Can  this  medal  be  graded  BU  or  AU?  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  issues  that  have  been,  since 
I  am  not  a  medalist.  However,  being  a  true  professional  numismatist,  I  thought  it  should  be  done,  for 
a  quality  medal  is  worth  more  than  one  that  is  almost  uncirculated  or  slightly  worn. 

Obverse  wear  will  first  occur  on  the  handle  of  the  dagger,  the  central  portion  of  the  diagonal 
chest  strap  and  on  the  edge  of  the  battle  shield  between  the  8  and  9:30  o’clock  positions.  Crisscross 
friction  lines,  which  will  indicate  a  loss  of  metal  and  thus  wear,  will  first  appear  on  the  reverse  sloop’s 
sail  between  the  3  and  4:30  o’clock  positions  on  the  right  side  (closest  to  the  mast),  as  well  as  on  the  last 
three  battle  shields  and  the  oar’s  blades  below  them.  Thus  should  your  specimen  show  signs  of  lost  metal 
or  friction  in  the  aforementioned  areas,  your  medal  is  somewhat  abused! 

Our  story  does  not  end  here.  Congressman  Kvale  also  was  pushing  for  a  commemorative  stamp! 
It  was  to  be  explained  by  him  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Warren  Irving  Glover,  that, 
while  the  centennial  was  to  especially  observe  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Restaurationen,  it  also,  in  a  broader  sense,  commemorates  the  arrival  of  the  Vikings  in  1000  A.D.!  Thus 
he  felt  two  stamps  would  be  more  proper  than  one.  Right  political  pressure— on  the  “right” 
people— resulted  in  the  Postmaster  General’s  issuing  two  commemorative  stamps. 

There  is  even  more!  Both  stamps  were  to  be  issued  in  two  colors  (bicolor).  This  meant  that  they 
were  the  first  commemorative  stamps  issued  as  such  and  the  only  two-color  stamps  then  in  circulation 
w  ith  the  exception  of  the  $5  stamp  (Scott  #573— a  beautiful  issue  depicting  the  Head  of  Freedom  Statue, 
Capitol  Dome,  in  dark  blue  ink,  with  borders  or  carmine  [lake]  issued  on  April  20,  1923).  Some 
philatelists  might  be  quick  to  mention  that  the  Pan-American  Exposition  issue  of  1901  consisted  of  six 


40 


MaTlTTg^r  bhiCOl,°K  Mamps  fCOtt  #294'299>!  True-  hu<.  again,  they  were  not  in  circulation  on 
York  arrival o'n'october  9  ,925  ate  the  centenary  of  the  New 

cl  r,The  2_Cent  Stamp  <Scott  #620)  Printed  in  carmine  and  black  ink  pictures  a  reproduction  of  the 
sloop  Restaurationen.  Flanking  it  on  the  borders  on  each  side  are  depicted  the  figures^hat  adorned  the 

andTh  hT  h”  u  °fjfP'S  hU"  “  mai"  b°dy  of  3  shiP>>  in  this  «».  that  of  the  ancient  vtgtm 
and  the  battle  shields  used  by  the  old  chieftains.  g  P 

which  cJ!'!|5;Ce:‘  stamp  (Scott  #621)  Printed  in  dark  blue  and  black  ink  depicts  the  actual  Viking  shin 
F893  Thk  h  ,TnCa  f™m,Norway  at  the  tlme  of  World's  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago  in 
shield  s^  onTe'S.  r°mam'C  ShiP  *  “  °n  the  'eft  by  3  N°rSe  shield  with  our  naL's 

to  mater^i7ekSNnrfhdTanl,hWhK  h  1,16  eff0rtS  “  C3USe  3  proud  and  ">"»mic  Norseman's  goal 

tha^mof  ?  ’fhN  h  U  has  been  preserved  in  what  we  m'ght  call  “metal  and  paper  time  capsules” 

Ibouuhem  ”  CUn0US  “  Cr°SS  PathS  With  11,686  N°rSe  meda'S  a"d  Stamps  t0  “want  t0  know  more 

,  .  ■Th®  s‘ory  be*1‘nd  this  issue  is  not  complete,  for  those  few  additional  needles  must  and  will  be 

assisted'"  **  h3yStack'  ln  losing, 1  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  the  following  who 
assisted  me  in  locating  the  'found”  needles:  Frances  D.  Campbell,  Jr.,  Lloyd  Hustvedt  Dr  Edward 
Lewis  John  Lofgren,  David  F.  Schmidt,  Ruby  Shields,  Gloria  Swiatek  and  Se^by  Ungar  Credit  is  ato 
due  to  the  following  institutions  and  societies  for  data  and  service:  The  National  Archives,  Washington 
D  C.,  The  Minnesota  Historical  Society;  and  St.  Olafs  College.  g  ’ 

*  *  * 


Thanks,  Anthony,  for  enlightening  us  regarding  these  medals.  They  are  certainly  interesting 

addmons  to  anyone  s  commemorative  collection  and  hold  a  special  fascination  for  those  members  who 
collect  issues  pertaining  to  ships.  mtmoers  wno 


*  *  * 


REMINDER 


Please  contact  Vice  President  and  Program  Chairperson,  Anthony  Swiatek,  today  and  advise  when 
you  would  like  to  give  a  presentation  at  one  of  our  Society  meetings. 

other  tiedn-wm  be  ideal"8  ‘°  ^  ™m0rative  “ins-  medals  or  documen.ation-or  any 


*  *  * 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 


Numerous  articles  have  appeared  in  numismatic  periodicals 
since  the  last  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  and  we  wish  to  call 
a  sampling  of  them  to  your  attention.  Remember:  “Knowledge  is 
power.”  The  more  you  learn,  the  better  your  purchases  will  be,  and 
it  follows  that  your  collection  will  be  something  of  which  you  may  be 
deservedly  proud. 

COINage  magazine  featured  “The  Mint  Looks  for  New  U.S. 

Coin  Designs,”  “What  They  Should  Put  on  U.S.  Commems”  and 
“Remembering  WW  II”  in  its  August  issue,  “Coin  of  the  Oregon 
Trail”  and  “Re-Tooling  the  Commemorative  Program”  in  its 
September  issue,  “Numbered  Madisons”  in  its  October  issue,  and 
“Tradition  Takes  A  Holiday,”  “Where’s  the  Chief  Engraver?,”  “Coin 
Handbooks”  and  “Coin  Capsule:  1903”  in  its  November  issue.  ( COINage  is  published  by  Miller 
Magazines,  Inc.,  4880  Market  Street,  Ventura,  CA  93003-7783;  $23  for  12  monthly  issues.) 

Coins  magazine  featured  “Mr.  Name  That  Comment”  and  Life  Member,  Bill  Fivaz,  in  its 
October  issue.  Although  not  focusing  on  Bill’s  commemorative  endeavors,  “An  Expert  You  Should 
Know  -  Bill  Fivaz  -  Mr.  Cherrypicker”  gave  us  an  enjoyable  insight  into  Bill’s  collecting  career  and  his 
interest  in  mint  errors  and  varieties.  Look  for  the  third  edition  of  The  Cherrypicker' s  Guide  to  Rare  Die 
Varieties  to  be  published  in  the  fall  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  As  most  of  you  know,  this 
valuable  reference  is  a  joint  effort  by  Bill  and  J.  T.  Stanton,  also  a  valued  member  of  the  Society.  “New 
Year’s  Resolutions  for  Coin  Collectors”  (although  not  directly  related  to  commemorative 
coins— worthwhile  reading,  nevertheless)  and  “The  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Half  Dollar”  were  featured 
in  the  November  issue.  ( Coins  magazine  is  published  by  Krause  Publications,  Inc.,  700  East  State  Street, 
lola,  WI  54990;  $21.95  for  12  monthly  issues.) 

In  the  July/August  Rare  Coin  Review ,  No.  94,  Q.  David  Bowers  gave  superb  publicity  to  our 
Society,  inviting  me  to  write  a  feature  about  our  club.  Our  thanks  to  Dave,  without  whose  support  we 
would  have  14  less  new  members  this  quarter.  (A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  plus 
all  Special  Coin  Letters  for  that  year,  plus  a  year  of  Kingswood  mail  bid  sale  catalogs,  plus  all  auction 
catalogs  produced  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  during  that  period  [with  prices  realized]: 
$79.) 


In  the  August  issue  of  The  Numismatist  was  “The  ‘Orphan  Issue’”  [the  Arkansas 
commemoratives].  (The  Numismatist  is  the  monthly  publication  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
818  North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279;  regular  [age  18  through  64] 
membership,  $26  yearly.) 

The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  Monthly  Supplement  also  contained  an  in-depth  article  pertaining  to 
our  favorite  series.  The  August  13th  issue  focused  on  “The  Silver  Commemorative  50c  of  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition”  (The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  is  published  by  CDN,  Inc.,  P.  O.  Box 
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7939,  Torrance,  CA  90504;  the  weekly  Greysheet—  including  the  Monthly  Supplement  and  Quarterly  is 
$50.00  for  six  months  and  $89.00  for  one  year;  the  single-copy  price  of  the  Monthly  Supplement  is 
$3.50.) 


Countless  articles  also  appeared  in  our  numismatic  newspapers  pertaining  to  commemorative 
coins.  Due  to  space  restrictions,  we  will  list  only  the  following: 

Coin  World  continued  with  its  informative  articles  appealing  to  SUSCC  members.  They  included 
the  following:  “Commem  Coins  Topic  of  Journal”  in  the  September  6th  issue,  “Jones’  Coin,  Medal 
Work  Topic  of  WIN  Meeting”  [Elizabeth  Jones]  and  “Fake  Grant  Gold  Dollar  Displays  Raised  Spikes” 
in  the  September  6th  issue,  “Commem  Coin  Issues  Are  ‘Naughty’  or  ‘Nice’”  [Thank  You,  Q.  David!] 
in  the  October  4th  issue,  and  “Dealer  Provides  Buying  Tips  for  U.S.  Commems”  in  the  October  25th 
issue.  ( Coin  World  [911  Vandemark  Road,  Sidney,  OH  45365]  is  published  weekly;  $28  for  52  weekly 
issues.) 


Numismatic  News  features  of  interest  to  our  membership  are  as  follows:  “Common  Reverses  an 
Uncommonly  Bad  Idea”  in  the  July  13th  issue,  “Gumball  Machines,  Collecting,  and  Moe  Weinschel” 
in  the  July  20th  issue,  “Dallas-based  Firm  Marks  Its  10th  Anniversary”  [Steve  Ivy  and  Jim  Halperin]  in 
the  August  10th  issue,  “Normandy  Foundation  Problems  Raises  Memories  of  Past  Abuses”  in  the  October 
19th  issue.  ( Numismatic  News  [700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990]  is  published  weekly;  $27.95  for 
53  issues.) 


Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  United  States 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 
Paperback  $16.00  +$2.00 !  Shipping 

An  all-new  guide  to  collecting  United  States 
commemorative  coins  from  1892  to  1993. 

Use  this  compact,  fully  illustrated  and  indexed 
reference  book  to  determine  which  coins  are 
right  for  your  collecting  budget.  Includes  an 
analysis  of  encapsulation  population  reports. 

Use  the  handy  order  form  on  back  or  order  by  phone  8-5  EST 

TOLL-FREE  (800)  253-4555 
using  your  VISA  or  MasterCard! 

Coin  World  PO  Box  150  Sidney,  OH  45365 


Lest  I  be  remiss  in  not  reminding  you  of  another  publication  for  your  reading  pleasure,  don't 
forget  Anthony  Swiatek’s  new  book.  Pertinent  information  from  a  publicity  release  is  given  above. 
Please  call  Coin  World  at  (800)  253-4555  and  order  your  copy  today! 

In  preparing  this  column,  I  am  truly  impressed  with  the  contributions  made  by  our  numismatic 
periodicals.  Please  support  these  publications  by  your  subscriptions! 
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SHOW  REPORT 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

Long  Beach  Expo  -  September  29  -  October  3,  1993 


When  the  Long  Beach  Numismatic,  Philatelic  &  Baseball  Card  Exposition  has  only  a  fair  show, 
any  other  promoter  or  sponsoring  organization  would  be  delighted  to  achieve  the  very  same  results!  It 
is  just  that  dealers  and  collectors  expect  only  premium  results  from  the  thrice-yearly  Expo.  In  all 
honesty,  what  transpired  was  a  combination  of  dealers  arriving  cash-poor  and  retail  collectors  suffering 
from  the  unemployment  engulfing  the  area.  There  was  just  not  enough  activity  to  w  in  raves  from  both 
segments.  However,  some  dealers  did  report  doing  great  business  because  they  had  acquired  fresh 
material  prior  to  the  show  and  were  in  a  position  to  sell  at  current  prices.  Those  on  the  other  side  of  the 
table  were  pleased  with  the  lower  prices  but  were  still  very  selective  in  what  they  felt  they  could  spend. 

Since  transactions  were  off,  I  was  able  to  secure  only  a  few  comments  regarding  wholesale 
activity  as  follows: 


“The  show  was  very  slow.  People  were  looking  for  high  quality,  but  there  seemed  to  be  little 
material  in  that  category  because  of  recent  declines  in  the  Grey  sheet  and  Bluesheet .” 

“Dealers  couldn’t  purchase  commems  at  current  levels.  Even  though  there  is  a  big  spread 
between  sight-seen  and  sight-unseen  prices,  people  kept  comparing  Bluesheet  levels  to  selling  prices.  Not 
much  business  was  being  transacted  as  a  result.” 


“It  was  a  slow-paced  show  from  what  Long  Beach  usually  is.  The  best  part  of  my  show, 
however,  was  buying  a  small  grouping  of  magnificently  toned  commems.  They’re  already  sold  to  my 
regular  customers,  but  I  had  to  ‘make’  my  show  through  purchases— not  sales.” 


“Well,  if  I  had  to  assess  my  show  on  commemorative  sales,  I  would  be  in  sad  trouble.  However, 
I  brought  a  collection  of  mixed  material  to  the  Expo,  all  of  it  sold,  and  I  actually  did  very  well.” 

Some  examples  of  wholesale  trading  were  as  follows: 


Antietam  .  PCGS 

Arkansas  (1935-P)  .  PCGS 

Bridgeport .  PCGS 

Cincinnati  (1936-D)  .  NGC 

Cincinnati  (1936-D) .  PCGS 

Cleveland  .  NGC 

Connecticut .  PCGS 

Delaware  .  NGC 

Gettysburg .  NGC 

Gettysburg  .  NGC 

Gettysburg  .  NGC 

Gettysburg  .  NGC 

Grant  with  Star .  PCGS 

Hudson  .  PCGS 


MS-67  .  $  2,250.00 

MS-65  .  350.00 

MS-64  .  150.00 

MS-66  .  2,450.00 

MS-65  .  850.00 

MS-66  .  1,300.00 

MS-67  .  5,500.00 

MS-65  .  625.00 

MS-68  .  15,000.00 

MS-67  .  3,750.00 

MS-66  .  1,750.00 

MS-65  .  900.00 

MS-64 .  $3,350.00 

MS-65  .  1,800.00 
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Huguenot- Walloon .  PCGS 

Lexington .  PCGS 

Lexington  .  PCGS 

Lincoln  .  PCGS 

Lynchburg .  NGC 

New  Rochelle .  NGC 

Norfolk .  PCGS 

Oregon  Trail  (1937-D)  .  NGC 

Pilgrim  (1920)  .  PCGS 

Rhode  Island  .  NGC 

Roanoke .  PCGS 

San  Diego  (1935-S) .  PCGS 

San  Diego  (1936-D) .  PCGS 

Sesqui  .  PCGS 

Texas  (1937-D) .  PCGS 

Texas  (1937  PDS  Set)  .  NGC 

Texas  (1938  PDS  Set)  .  PCGS 

Vancouver .  PCGS 


MS-65  .  725.00 

MS -65  .  950.00 

MS-64  .  170.00 

MS-66  .  1,550.00 

MS-64 .  210.00 

MS-67  .  4,000.00 

MS-68  .  3,000.00 

MS-68  .  4,000.00 

MS-66  .  2,000.00 

MS-65  .  310.00 

MS-67  .  1,750.00 

MS-66  .  330.00 

MS-65  .  200.00 

MS-64  .  625.00 

MS-64  .  1 15.00 

MS-67  .  4,800.00 

MS-67  .  7,500.00 

MS-65  .  1,050.00 


[Please  take  note  that  all  prices  reported  in  “Show  Reports"  for  commems  are  wholesale  prices  unless 
otherwise  noted.  When  this  material  is  offered  for  resale  at  the  retail  level,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
price  increases  of  from  15%  to  30%  for  the  most  common  items  to  much  higher  markups  for  truly  scarce 
or  esoteric  material.] 


*  *  * 


Society  Vice  President,  Anthony  Swiatek, 
vividly  illustrates  a  point  during  his  presentation, 
“Why  Collectors  Need  the  Help  of  a  Grading 
Service"  during  the  Society  meeting  at  the  October 
Long  Beach  Expo.  (Photo  Courtesy’  of  Jerry’ 
Yahalom) 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


A  big  Welcome!  to  the  following  individuals  who  joined  our 
club  since  the  publication  of  the  Summer  1993  issue  of  The  Trail.  Thanks 
to  all  Society  members  who  are  indicated  as  their  proposers— especially 
Q.  David  Bowers,  whose  extraordinary  efforts  to  publicize  SUSCC 
resulted  in  14  new  members! 

Now  is  a  critical  time  for  our  club,  and  all  of  us  should  make  a 
special  effort  to  recruit  new  members.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  ask 
friends  or  colleagues  whether  they  too  would  enjoy  being  part  of  the 
Society. 


Berlin,  Ross  A .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Berman  (Ret.),  Col.  Millard  L .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Conway,  James  T .  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Dohanian,  Armen  .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Eveland,  Tom  K .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Fails,  Jeff  W .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Flippin,  David  P .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Friendly,  Michael  .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Gaisor,  Charles  J .  Proposed  by  Jane  E.  Benson 

Gruber,  Elliot  H .  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Hester,  Allan  G .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Hughes,  Leonard  A .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Lowe,  Ken  .  Proposed  by  Jane  E.  Benson 

McCarroll,  Tom  .  Proposed  by  Frank  W.  DuVall 

McIntosh,  John .  Proposed  by  Carol  Chrzanowski 

Neiman,  Norman  .  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Newcomer,  Dr.  Paul  C .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Pedersen,  Gordon  C .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Pevey,  Berry  W .  Proposed  by  Larry  J.  Shepherd 

Powell,  John  W .  Proposed  by  Coin  World  Almanac 

Provost,  David  G .  Proposed  by  Jane  E.  Benson 

Rosko,  Thomas  J .  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Rothenberger,  Harold  A .  Proposed  by  Michael  G.  DeFalco 

Russell,  Rick  .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Shroyer,  Jerry  W .  Proposed  by  Coins  Magazine 

Shuler.  Barry  .  Proposed  by  Gloria  &  Anthony  Swiatek 

Sidnam,  Judith  A .  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Stone,  J.  Ralph  .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Sullivan,  Jere  E .  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Taylor,  Jr.,  James  P .  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Townley,  Walter  G .  Proposed  by  Kenneth  B.  Spatola 

White,  Chuck  .  Proposed  by  Jane  E.  Benson 

Williams,  Ronald  E .  Proposed  by  Jane  E.  Benson 
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DONATIONS 


By  their  extremely  generous  and  thoughtful  donations,  the  following  individuals  have  contributed 
toward  enabling  our  Society  to  provide  members  with  the  "best  buy  in  numismatics": 

$0.00  to  $24.99 

Barosko,  Thomas  M. 

Clark,  Jarrod 
Darling,  Teresa 
Dronzek,  John  E. 

Horning,  Charles  D. 

Iversen,  Phil 
Jennings,  Douglas  C. 

Kinslow,  Robert  A. 

Leininger,  D.V.M.,  Fred  G. 

Shimmon,  J.  Duane 
Wesp,  Joseph  M. 

Yahalom,  Jerry 
Yahalom,  Mary 

$25.00  to  $49.99 

Robertson,  D.  Chris 
Spencer,  Jay  I. 

Zaumeyer,  Jr.,  John 

*  *  * 


REMINDER 


Please  remember  to  submit  your  articles  on  disk  if  possible. 
As  I  work  with  an  IBM-compatible  computer  and  WordPerfect  5.1, 
perhaps  you  can  use  that  program  as  well.  If  not,  any  other  will  be 
totally  acceptable  as  long  as  /  am  able  to  read  the  disk. 

But  don ’t  let  these  conditions  stop  you  from  writing  an  article. 
I  am  also  more  than  willing  to  work  from  a  hard  copy,  i.e. ,  the 
printed  page. 


Now  all  you  need  are  time,  energy,  and  a  desire  to  see  your 
byline  appear  in  our  journal  l 
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CLUB  NEWS 


The  ANA  102nd  Anniversary  Convention 
i>  history,  hut  its  events  will  long  he  remembered 
by  many  Society  members.  Installed  as  the 
ANA’S  youngest  president  was  David  L.  Ganz 
(R-1688,  NY).  Joining  him  on  the  1993-1995 
ANA  Board  of  Governors  are  Helen  L.  Carmody 
(R-0007,  CA),  David  Lisot  (R-0336,  TX)  and 
Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY). 

Paul  L.  Koppenhaver  (R-0700,  CA), 

who  has  held  the  post  of  Executive  Director  of 
the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  since  1978, 
will  be  retiring  effective  August  1,  1994.  We 
wish  Paul  well,  although  the  word  “retirement” 
will  hardly  apply  to  all  his  other  endeavors:  primarily  the  Long  Beach  Numismatic,  Philatelic  &  Baseball 
Card  Exposition,  which  he  owns  with  Ron  J.  Gillio  (R-2101,  CA). 

Cindy  Mohon  (R-0706,  CA)  of  the  Progressive  Pundits  team  (with  Tom  DeLorey)  took  third- 
place  honors  in  the  ANA  World  Series  of  Numismatics. 

General  Chairman  for  the  1994  ANA  convention  in  Detroit  is  Craig  A.  Whitford  (R-0808  MI). 

Named  to  chair  ANA  committees  were  a  number  of  Society  members:  Awards  &  Numismatic 
Art  Award  for  Excellence  in  Medallic  Sculpture  Elector  Panel-Anthony  Swiatek;  Investment-Steve  Ivy 
(R-l  126,  TX);  Membership-Helen  L.  Carmody,  Personnel-Q.  David  Bowers,  and  Presidential  Advisory 
Committee-David  L.  Ganz. 

Due  to  ill  health,  Robert  M.  Scott  (R-1876,  CA)  had  to  resign  as  president  of  the  Whittier  (CA) 
Coin  Club.  Our  best  wishes  to  Bob  and  his  family. 

AWARDS!  AWARDS!  AWARDS! 

Awards  abounded  during  the  ANA  103rd  Anniversary  Convention  in  Baltimore,  MD.  Anthony 
Swiatek  received  Krause  Publications’  prestigious  Numismatic  Ambassador  award  from  Robert  R.  Van 
Ryzin  (R-l 973,  WI)  during  the  Society’s  annual  meeting.  Our  vice  president  should  have  brought  a 
truck  to  the  World’s  Fair  of  Money,  as  he  also  was  honored  with  an  ANA  Presidential  Award,  NLG 
awards,  etc.  Minerva’s  Conquerors  (comprised  of  Anthony  and  friend,  David  Alexander)  again  took  first 
place  in  the  World  Series  of  Numismatics! 

Our  own  Roger  P.  Bryan,  Sr.  (LM-006,  FL)  and  wife.  Ginger,  were  named  recipients  of  the 
ANA  Medal  of  Merit  at  the  ANA  banquet. 
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I>onnie  Ca/in  (R-0454,  VVY)  and 
husband,  Roger  W.  Ca/in  (R-0855,  WY)  were 
named  Krause  Publications’  Numismatic 
Ambassadors  at  the  Utah  Numismatic  Society 
convention  in  Salt  Lake  City.  D.  Chris 
Robertson  (R-0498,  UT)  related  their 
“biographies”  to  all  those  witnessing  the  receipt 
of  this  prestigious  award  to  the  Cazins.  Earlier, 
at  the  ANA  convention,  J.  T.  Stanton  (R-0935, 
GA)  was  similarly  honored  and  received  his 
Numismatic  Ambassador  award  for  distinguishing 
himself  among  his  peers  for  selfless  devotion  to 
the  hobby.  Congratulations  to  both  the  Cazins 
and  J.  T.,  and  thank  you  for  your  immense 
contributions  to  our  hobby! 

Patricia  E.  Davis  (R-0133,  CA)  received  the  ANA  Dealer  Booster  Award  for  recruiting  42  new 
members.  Nice  going,  Pat! 

Phil  Iversen  (R-1243,  CA),  immersed  in  his  many  duties  as  new  chairman  of  the  Golden  State 
Coin  Show  in  California  and  president  of  the  Council  of  International  Numismatics,  took  time  out  to 
capture  first  place  in  exhibiting  at  the  Golden  State  Coin  Show.  The  Yahalom  Award  for  the  best  exhibit 
of  U  S.  commemorative  coins,  went  to  Phil’s  display  on  the  Statue  of  Liberty.  Needless  to  say,  the 
people  responsible  for  the  origination  and  funding  of  the  award  are  none  other  than  our  own  Publicity 
Chairperson,  Jerry  Yahalom  (R-1060,  CA),  and  wife,  Mary  Yahalom  (R-1784,  CA). 

David  W.  Lange  (R-1779,  CA)  was  named  a  “Fellow  of  the  Society”  by  the  Pacific  Coast 
Numismatic  Society,  a  distinguished  honor  for  only  a  few  who  have  performed  a  number  of  duties  on 
behalf  of  PCNS  and  numismatics  in  general— especially  relating  to  continued  scholarly  research  and 
writing.  Invited  to  participate  at  the  ANA  convention’s  author’s  table,  Dave  signed  copies  of  his  book, 
The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  and  also  took  part  in  the  Numismatic  Theater,  speaking  on  “U.S. 
Coinage  for  the  Philippines.” 

Samuel  L.  Lopresto  (R-0038,  CA)  received  a  much-deserved  tribute  in  the  form  of  the  Glenn 
Smedley  Award,  given  in  recognition  of  outstanding  service  to  the  ANA  and/or  hobby.  Charles  J. 
Ricard  (R-0080,  IL)  was  also  honored  with  the  Smedley  Award.  Congratulations,  Sam  and  Charlie! 
Sam,  by  the  way,  was  the  winner  of  the  Women  In  Numismatics  Christmas  Quilt  Raffle  at  the  October 
Long  Beach  Expo,  the  very  first— and  we  hope  not  the  last— time  he  has  won  a  raffle  prize. 

Michael  S.  Turrini  (LM-031,  CA)  took  second  prize  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society 
Literary  Awards.  Two  guesses  what  garnered  the  award,  and  the  first  one  doesn’t  count! 

Chuck  White  (R-2160,  CA),  who  is  also  president  of  the  Livermore  Valley  (CA)  Coin  Club, 
took  a  second-place  award  at  the  ANA  convention  with  his  “Odd  and  Curious  Money  of  Siam”  exhibit. 
Chuck  also  won  a  second  place-award  at  the  Sacramento  Coin  Club  show  with  his  Dali  Olympic  Coins. 

The  ANA  recognized  its  top  publications  at  its  Baltimore  convention  District  Delegate  Breakfast. 
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-uTCYnr,  the  Anchorage  Coin  Club’s  newsletter,  took  first  place,  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  Editor, 
James  VV.  Susky  (R-2015,  AK).  Best  regional  club  publication  went  to  Calcoin  News  from  the 
California  State  Numismatic  Association,  published  by  Albert  K.  Hall  (R-1879,  CA)  and  edited  by  his 
wife,  Virginia  In  the  category  of  specialized  publications,  the  John  Reich  Journal ,  edited  by  Brad 
karoleff  (R-0364,  KV)  and  Keith  Bellman,  captured  third  place. 

Numismatic  Literary  Guild  awards  were  also  presented  in  Baltimore:  In  a  national  nonprofit  or 
club  numismatic  magazine:  David  L.  Ganz-Best  article;  Q.  David  Bowers-Best  column.  In  regional, 
state  and  local  nonprofit  or  club  publications:  Anthony  Swiatek-Best  article.  Best  investment  newsletter: 
Maurice  Rosen  (R-0450,  NY),  The  Rosen  Numismatic  Advisory Best  dealer-published  magazine  or 
newspaper:  Bowers  &  Merena  Galleries,  Rare  Coin  Review.  Best  audio  program:  Anthony  Swiatek. 
Best  television  report:  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-0002,  TX).  Best  video  presentation:  David  Lisot.  Best  writer 
in  the  NLG  Newsletter.  Q.  David  Bowers.  Distinguished  Service  Award:  David  L.  Ganz  for  editing 
the  NLG  Newsletter. 

As  we  go  to  press,  Marion  F.  Kendrick  (R-1810,  HI),  Charles  Matsuda  (R-0420,  HI),  and 
L.  R.  “Rick”  Howsley  (R-1708,  HI)  are  preparing  for  the  Hawaii  State  Numismatic  Association  in 
Honolulu  November  11-14,  1993.  Helen  L.  Carmody  and  Donald  L.  Carmody  (R-0008,  CA)  will  be 
on  hand,  as  Helen  will  present  the  club  with  its  25-year  membership  plaque  from  the  American 
Numismatic  Association. 

*  *  * 

SOCIETY  OF  PAPER  MONEY  COLLECTORS  (SPMC) 

by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

We  try  to  assist  other  specialized  clubs  in  promoting  their  publications  and  activities.  Featured 
in  the  spotlight  tor  this  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  is  the  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors.  Its 
official  bimonthly  periodical.  Paper  Money ,  is  definitely  first-class  and  professionally  prepared  by  its 
editor,  noted  paper  money  authority,  Gene  Hessler.  [Gene  has  won  countless  writing  and  exhibiting 
awards  and  gives  superb  educational  programs  on  his  specialty.  His  “personal  crusade”  to  advance  our 
hobby— visiting  St.  Louis  classrooms  to  introduce  paper  money  to  the  children  in  Grades  5  through  8.] 

The  most  recent  issue  (May/June)  sent  to  me  contained  the  following  features:  “Armandina 
Lozano,”  “The  Story  of  ‘Cranky  Tom'  Hale,”  “What  Is  A  ‘Bank’?,”  “Frank  Leslie’s  Confederate  Note,” 
“Laundering  Our  Paper  Money,”  “The  Paper  Money  Laundry,”  “National  Bank  Note  Sheets  with  Bank 
Serial  Number  1000000,”  “Numisart— An  Approach”  and  “Syngraphic  Vignettes.”  Single-copy  price 
of  Paper  Money  is  $2.75  plus  $1  postage.  [Yearly  dues  are  as  follows:  Regular-$20,  Canada/Mexico 
$25,  Overseas  $30,  Life  $300.] 

For  additional  information  or  to  obtain  copies  of  the  SPMC  publication,  please  write  to  Bob 
Cochran,  SPMC  Secretary,  P.  O.  Box  1085,  Florissant,  MO  63031. 

I  canvassed  several  Society  members,  who  are  also  members  of  the  SPMC,  and  they  were  very 
strong  in  their  praise  of  Paper  Money  and  all  of  the  activities  of  the  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors. 
Why  not  give  membership  a  try  and  support  another  worthwhile  specialized  club  that  will  enhance  your 

collecting  pleasure? 
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NEWS  FLASH! 


Ira  Goldberg  of  Superior  Galleries  has  extended  an  invitation  to  all  Society  members  who  are 
interested  in  obtaining— free  of  charge— a  catalog  of  the  Harold  Rothenberger  (R-2176,  CA) 
commemorative  collection  to  contact  Superior  at  9478  West  Olympic  Boulevard,  Beverly  Hills,  CA 
90121-4299.  [The  sale  will  take  place  at  the  end  of  January  1994.)  All  one  need  do  is  to  write  to 
Superior  and  supply  your  Society  membership  number.  Present  plans  are  to  write  an  article  on  Mr. 
Rothenberger’s  sale  (which  has  been  compared  to  the  Larry  Shepherd  collection)  for  the  next  issue  of  The 
Commemorative  Trail. 


*  *  * 

THE  TOWER  HILL  COLLECTION 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-007,  CA) 

Normally,  unless  there  is  a  superb  commemorative  coin  section  of  any  auction,  we  do  not  report 
on  lots  or  prices  realized.  Exceptions,  of  course,  have  been  the  Shaffer  and  Shepherd  Collections,  both 
auctioned  by  Superior  Galleries.  However,  September  13-15,  1993,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Inc.,  sold  The  Tower  Hill  Collection,  which  included  rare  pieces  of  commemorative  documentation. 
Knowing  that  many  of  our  members  are  particularly  interested  in  this  area  of  collecting,  1  asked  for,  and 
received,  photographs  of  some  of  the  items,  as  well  as  their  prices  realized  (indicated  in  brackets 
following  the  description). 


#3116  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait.  MS-63, 
prooflike.  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  devices 
and  nicely  reflective  fields.  Accompanied  by 
an  original  signed  certificate  of  the  type 
illustrated  on  p.  119  of  the  Swiatek-Breen 
commemorative  coin  book,  signed  by  Rhine 
R.  Freed,  coiner,  and  John  H.  Landis, 
superintendent.  The  wax  seal  accompanying 
the  document  is  broken  and  partly  missing. 
The  certificate  is  housed  in  an  attractive  gold 
frame.  [$3,960.00] 
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#3388  Pair  of  holders  used  to  house  commemorative  half 
dollars:  ★  Boone  1935-1938.  Lindley  Box  Co.  coin  mailer. 
Stamped  on  flap  in  violet  ink:  “C.  FRANK  DUNN/Sec. 
Daniel  Boone  Bicen.  Comm'n. /Phoenix  Hotel  -  Lexington, 
Ky.”  ★  1927  Vermont.  Holder  similar  to  type  illustrated  on 
p.  246  of  the  Swiatek-Breen  commemorative  half  dollar 
reference,  but  issued  by  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Bennington,  Vt.  Each  holder  grades  EF.  (Total:  2  holders) 
[$192.50] 


#3426  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar.  MS-63. 
Housed  in  a  maroon  leather  case  with  plush  maroon 
lining  and  pressure  clasp,  inside  inner  lid  inscribed  in 
gold  leaf  lettering  COMPLIMENTS  OF/THE  CHAS. 
E.  HIRES  CO./PHILA.,  PA.  Coin  richly  toned  in 
deep  blue  shades;  case  mildly  tattered  but  still  quite 
attractive.  No  doubt  given  as  a  presentation  piece  to 
a  customer  or  employee  of  the  Hires  Company.  (One 
coin  and  one  holder)  [$308.00] 
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#3434  Original  box  of  issue  of  the  1935  Connecticut  Tercentenary  half  dollar. 
The  box  is  composed  of  cardboard  covered  with  silver  foil.  The  lid  is 
stamped  in  blue  ink  with  the  Connecticut  seal  and  the  dates  1635-1935.  VF- 
EF.  Nicer  than  most  examples  seen.  ($154.00) 


<  Vntenraol 
XI.  H.  R.  iXsvMt 


i  t,e  T «rw « • 

of 

C,Ji  K. 


P  Mint 


O.  Mint 


S.  Mint 


#3435  Trio  of  commemorative  coin  holders:  *1935  Connecticut  silver  foil-covered  cardboard  box 
(similar  to  that  previously  pictured).  ★  (1934)  Texas.  Gold  foil-covered  cardboard  box  with  green 
velvet-lined  interior.  The  inside  of  the  box  has  a  recess  for  one  coin.  The  underside  of  the  lid  is  stamped 
in  green  ink:  “The  Texas/Independence  Centennial/Compliments  of/E.H.R.  Green.”  EF  ★  1935  Texas. 
Silver  foil-covered  cardboard  box  with  black  velvet-lined  interior.  The  inside  of  the  box  has  recesses  for 
three  coins.  The  underside  of  the  lid  is  stamped  in  black  ink:  “  1935/The  Texas/Independence 
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Centennial  Compliments  ot  I  H  R.  Green.”  Fine  overall,  with  scuffs  and  tape  repairs.  The  interior  is 
FT  This  last  item  is  extremely  rare.  (Total:  3  holders)  ($715. 00| 


LEXINGTON  TRUST  COMPANY 

lexinoton.  mass. 


??!  V,  /f  t<.// 


ZUs  *  Sf7. 


!|CTcr>rn, 

NO  I  L  i  U  ! 


REG 


#3470  Lexington-Concord  commemorative  half  dollar  related  items,  including  a  wooden  storage  box  with 
Minuteman  and  Old  Belfry  designs  imprinted  in  blue  ink.  Also  included  is  an  original  mailing  envelope 
from  the  LEXINGTON  TRUST  COMPANY,  LEXINGTON,  MASS,  registered  mail  #3054,  sent  to  a 
collector  in  Holliston,  Massachusetts.  On  this  rarely  offered  envelope  is  a  two-cent  carmine  postage 
stamp  with  the  title  BIRTH  OF  LIBERTY,  LEXINGTON-CONCORD,  and  a  10-cent  yellow  gold 
Monroe  stamp.  Both  are  canceled  LEXINGTON,  MASS.  The  reverse  is  dated  April  15,  1925,  and  the 
original  wax  seal  of  the  Lexington  Trust  Co.  is  still  basically  intact  on  the  envelope  flap.  In  addition,, 
a  large  and  colorful  stamp  on  the  reverse  of  the  mailing  envelope,  dated  1775-1925,  is  worded 
WELCOME  TO  LEXINGTON  THE  BIRTHPLACE  OF  AMERICAN  LIBERTY.  A  desirable  lot  for 
the  advanced  collector  of  commemorative  half  dollar  ephemera.  ($412.50] 

Well,  one  can  easily  see  that,  even  in  a  “soft”  market,  documentation  accompanying  coins  is, 
without  a  doubt,  holding  up  in  value  surprisingly  well.  For  those  new  to  this  area  of  collecting,  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  signed  certificate,  the  Boone  holder,  the  Lexington  envelope,  and  the  two 
Texas  boxes  (gold-foil  and  silver-foil  covered)  are  among  the  most  difficult  items  to  secure.  The 
Connecticut  box  pictured  is  “relatively”  easy  to  find;  however,  the  photo  of  this  particular  box  was 
exceptionally  good,  and  for  that  reason  we  wanted  to  picture  it  for  members’  information. 

"Happy  Hunting”  in  the  future  to  all  those  who  missed  out  on  these  items. 
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BOTH  SIDES  OF  THE  COMMEM 


We  try  to  keep  our  members  advised  of  as  many  happenings  as  possible  relating  to  U  S 
commemorative  coins.  The  following  feature  (which  we’d  like  to  continue  on  a  regular  basis— subject 
to  submissions)  relates  to  the  Madison-Bill  of  Rights  issue.  We  lead  off  with  the  “con”  viewpoint,  a 
“Guest  Commentary”  originally  published  in  Coin  World ,  August  30,  1993,  Page  24.  Reprinted  by 
permission. 


Altered  Coins  Puzzling 

by  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH) 


As  a  longtime  observer  of  the  numismatic  scene,  I  am  a  bit  puzzled  about  what  is  happening  with 
the  Madison-Bill  of  Rights  commemorative  coins. 

American  Numismatic  Association  and  the  James  Madison  Memorial  Foundation  are  teaming 
up  to  create  the  first  limited-edition,  privately  numbered  U.S.  commemorative  coin  since  1925,” 
according  to  a  recent  front-page  article  in  Numismatic  News. 

Under  terms  of  this  proposal,  a  Mint  State  1993-W  Madison  half  dollar  will  have  a  part  of  its 
edge  removed  to  permit  a  serial  number  and  initials  or  other  representations  mentioning  the  ANA  and 
the  JMMFF. 

“Other  than  the  normal  $3  surcharge  it  receives  for  the  sale  of  Madison  half  dollars,  the 
foundation  is  receiving  no  extra  income  from  this  promotion,”  the  same  Numismatic  News  article 
continued. 

I  take  issue  with  the  “normal  $3  surcharge”  —  it 
sounds  to  me  as  if  the  Madison  Foundation  is  receiving  $3 
from  collectors  —  called  a  surcharge  or  whatever,  but  to 
say  it’s  receiving  “no  extra  income”  is  hogwash. 

At  the  same  time,  apparently  the  ANA,  which  has 
lent  its  name  and  approval  to  the  program,  is  settling  for 
table  scraps.  To  continue  the  article,  “Newly  elected 
ANA  President  David  L.  Ganz  said  this  program  was  a 
rare  opportunity  for  the  ANA,  which  is  hoping  (italics 
mine)  to  make  $1  or  $2  per  coin  while  providing 
collectors  with  something  different.”  Apparently  the 
ANA  is  not  even  guaranteed  $1  or  $2!  In  any  event,  the  James  Madison  Foundation,  which  doesn’t  seem 
to  be  doing  any  work  or  incurring  any  expenses  at  all,  gets  $3  skimmed  off  the  top. 

On  the  editorial  page,  an  unnamed  Numismatic  News  writer  gushed:  “Madison  Foundation  gets 
‘A’  for  innovation.  Its  latest  foray  into  the  world  of  creative  packaging  for  the  Madison-Bill  of  Rights 
commemorative  coin  is  a  doozy.” 

Apparently  who  ever  wrote  the  editorial  didn’t  read  the  front  page  about  the  $3  going  to  Madison 
and  “hopefully”  as  much  as  $1  or  2  to  the  ANA,  for  this  paragraph  also  appears  in  the  editorial:  “but 
what’s  special  to  us  is  not  so  much  the  James  Madison  Foundation  found  another  way  to  promote  sales 
of  its  coins.  It’s  that  not  only  will  the  primary  market  be  collectors,  but  the  mainstream  collectors  will 
be  given  ‘first  shot’  in  the  program  and  that  money  will  go  back  into  the  hobby,  not  into  the  sponsoring 
organization’s  coffers.  ...  The  primary  beneficiary  will  ultimately  be  the  ANA  and  the  hobby.” 


“...I  have  concluded  that 
either  there  is  something 
wrong  with  my  arithmetic ,  or 
I  am  woefully  uninformed  on 
what  the  hobby  of  coin 
collecting  is  all  about.  ” 


55 


It  the  James  Madison  Foundation  is  definitely  receiving  S3  without  any  expense,  and  the  ANA 
hopes  to  get  as  much  as  SI  and  $2,  how  does  this  make  the  ANA  primary  beneficiary?  After  reading 
the  above.  1  have  concluded  that  either  there  is  something  wrong  with  my  arithmetic,  or  I  am  woefully 
uninformed  on  what  the  hobby  of  coin  collecting  is  all  about. 

The  same  editorial  writer  concluded  by  stating  that  the  foundation  was  looking  “after  our  needs.” 
More  hogwash  Fortunately,  the  writer  of  the  editorial  is  not  mentioned,  for  I  highly  respect  Numismatic 
News  and  its  staffers,  but  1  believe  that  someone  slipped  a  gear  on  this  one. 

A  bit  more  realistic,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  editorial  on  the  same  Madison  promotion  in  Coin 
World ,  signed  by  Beth  Deisher,  titled  “Contrived  Rarity  Venture  Revealing.”  Deisher,  who  is  not  afraid 
of  calling  a  spade  a  spade,  stated:  “The  Madison  Foundation’s  unabashed  objective  is  to  sell  more  coins. 
For  each  coin  sold  in  this  venture,  the  Madison  Foundation  will  reap  $3  in  surcharges.”  Further,  the 
same  writer  noted  this:  “Projecting  sales  for  this  project  is  tricky.  There  are  a  number  of  collectors  who 
spurn  as  unholy  any  alteration  of  a  coin.  They  are  the  people  who  are  likely  to  question  the  propriety 
of  the  nation’s  largest  coin  collector  organization  engaging  in  such  a  venture.” 

It  wasn’t  that  long  ago  that  I  received  a  telephone  call  from  a  representative  of  the  James  Madison 
Foundation,  who  stated  that  he  wanted  to  cash  in  on  the  commemorative  craze,  and  tap  the  profits  the 
market  offered.  I,  perhaps  relying  on  common  sense  and  logic,  naively  suggested  that  this  would  be  an 
exercise  in  futility,  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  life  of  James  Madison  that  was  to  be  worthy  of 
commemorating  in  1993  (it  wasn’t  the  specific  anniversary  of  anything),  nor  was  it  an  anniversary  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights.  I  was  totally  and  completely  wrong,  and  underestimated  the  power  of  politics.  The 
Madison  coins  did  become  a  reality,  dated  1993,  and  with  no  anniversary  or  logical  reason  for  their 
issuance.  And  now,  the  ANA  joins  in  aiding  and  abetting  the  scheme. 

Anyone  who  has  passed  Commemoratives  101  in  learning  about  coin  collecting  in  America  will 
recall  the  long  and  loud  cries  of  collectors  and  the  American  Numismatic  Association  as  well  in  the  1930s 
when  limited  editions  were  made  strictly  to  snatch  money  from  collector’s  wallets.  However,  as  George 
Santayana  stated,  “Those  who  have  not  learned  the  lessons  of  history  are  condemned  to  repeat  them.” 

Apparently,  a  number  of  the  “powers  that  be”  in  numismatics  felt  that  collectors  are  again  fair 
game,  lambs  to  be  shorn,  chickens  to  be  plucked.  Apart  from  the  Coin  World  editorial  of  Beth  Deisher 
just  mentioned,  just  about  everything  written  about  the  Madison  commemorative  coin  program  has  been 
oozing  with  praise.  Again,  am  I  missing  something? 

EPILOGUE:  Be  all  this  as  it  may,  the  existing  corpus  of  commemorative  coins  includes  saints 
as  well  as  scoundrels.  In  their  day,  Oregon  Trail,  Boone,  Cincinnati,  and  a  host  of  other  commemorative 
half  dollars  were  all  scoundrels  —  issued  under  cloudy  circumstances,  often  with  misrepresentation  and 
deceit. 

Time  seems  to  smooth  all  things,  and,  besides,  there  is  something  interesting  about  rascality  (we 
all  enjoy  reading  about  pirates,  don’t  we?).  The  new  ANA-Madison  issue  goes  into  the  “scoundrel” 
category,  in  my  opinion.  However,  because  it  exists  it  is  collectible. 

(Q.  David  Bowers  is  chairman  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  He  has  served  as  ANA  president 
and  is  author  of  the  ANA’s  Centennial  History.  He  is  also  author  of  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia ,  published  in  1991.) 

*  *  * 

And  now  we  are  pleased  to  present  the  “pro”  viewpoint,  which  is  expressed  by  David  L.  Ganz, 
ANA  president,  attorney  and  highly  valued  Society  member: 
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Freedom  Pack™ 

An  ANA  Commemorative  Trial 


by  David  L.  Ganz  (R-1688,  NY) 


The  Freedom  Pack™,  a  distinctively  packaged,  serially-numbered,  edge-lettered  commemorative 
coin,  has  proved  to  be  a  successful  trial  issue,  as  well  as  a  trial  by  fire  for  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  (ANA). 

For  many  years,  collector  and  dealer  members  of  the  ANA  have  been  telling  the  Association’s 
staff  and  the  Board  of  Governors  that  new  ideas  should  be  tried,  different  promotional  projects  should 
be  given  a  chance,  and  old  ideas  should  be  reexamined  for  a  second  life. 

Last  June,  the  ANA  joined  with  the  James  Madison  Memorial  Fellowship  Foundation  to  produce 
the  limited-issue  Freedom  Pack.  This  unique  collector’s  piece  contains  an  edge-lettered,  serially- 
numbered,  1993  Madison/Bill  of  Rights  uncirculated  silver  half  dollar,  housed  in  a  special  package  with 
a  signed  certificate  of  authenticity. 

The  ANA  is  the  world’s  largest,  educational  organization  chartered  by  Congress  for  collectors 
of  coins,  paper  money,  tokens  and  medals.  The  Madison  Foundation  is  a  federal  agency  created  by 
Congress  to  further  the  understanding  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  its  author,  James  Madison,  by  offering 
graduate  scholarships  in  American  studies  to  high  school  history  teachers. 

When  ANA  and  the  Madison  Foundation  teamed  up  to  create  this  new  collectible,  its  marketing 
plan  was  based  on  the  U.S.  Mint’s  sellout  of  a  limited  issue  of  50,000  “Young  Collector’s  Editions" 
containing  the  Bill  of  Rights  half  dollar. 

Initially,  the  ANA  and  the  Madison  Foundation  planned  to  package  the  Bill  of  Rights 
commemorative  coin  with  a  U.S.  Mint  medal  to  salute  the  Mint  on  its  bicentennial.  The  Mint's 
enthusiasm  for  the  project  quickly  faded,  and  the  ANA  and  Madison  Foundation  decided  to  go  it  alone. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  a  commemorative  coin  has  been  officially  altered  for  collectors.  The 
Stone  Mountain  Confederate  Monumental  Association  conducted  a  similar  program  nearly  70  years  ago, 
stamping  numbers  and  southern  states’  names  on  the  Stone  Mountain  commemorative  coins  issued  by  the 
U.S.  Mint  in  1925. 

However,  taking  this  step  in  1993  was  out  of  the  ordinary— something  the  ANA  had  not  done 
before.  It  meant  a  financial  risk,  funds  set  aside  by  the  Board  of  Governors  to  conduct  marketing 
projects  like  the  Freedom  Pack.  It  meant  trying  a  new  means  of  attracting  members. 

Always  at  the  forefront  of  ANA’s  thinking  was  the  effect  this  project  could  have  on  the  future 
of  U.S.  commemorative  coin  issues.  On  numerous  occasions,  ANA  representatives  have  told  Congress 
to  keep  a  tight  rein  on  the  number  of  commemorative  coins  issued  each  year  and  the  organizations  that 
sponsor  them.  Under  no  circumstances  did  the  ANA  want  to  be  the  cause  of  terminating  the  Mint's 
commemorative  coin  program  that  appeals  to  so  many  collectors. 

In  this  instance,  the  ANA  knew  its  partner.  Long  before  the  Madison  Foundation  went  to  the 
Hill  seeking  the  Bill  of  Rights  commemorative  coin,  its  representative  contacted  the  ANA  and  others  in 
numismatics  asking  what  collectors  wanted  and  how  the  Foundation  could  tailor  its  program  to  suit  those 
desires.  After  the  authorizing  legislation  was  approved,  Madison  Foundation  director  Lewis  Larsen  came 
to  the  ANA’s  101st  Anniversary  Convention  in  Orlando,  Florida,  to  learn  even  more  about  the  hobby 
and  the  collectors  who  fill  its  ranks. 

With  such  a  long  history  together,  the  ANA  and  the  Madison  Foundation  each  agreed  to  invest 
$5,000  to  get  the  Freedom  Pack  package  and  product  ready  for  the  market.  Coins  were  purchased  in 
bulk,  and  a  private  die  shop  was  contracted  to  file  down  the  edges  of  the  coins  and  restrike  them  with 
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incuse  inscriptions  that  include  the  organizations’  initials— ANA  and  JMMFF— separated  by  a  five-digit 
serial  number  Then  ANA  President  Edward  C.  Rochette  and  Admiral  Paul  A.  Yost,  president  of  the 
Madison  Foundation,  signed  the  Freedom  Pack’s  certificates  of  authenticity. 

Priced  at  $19.95  and  initially  available  only  from  the  ANA  MoneyMarket  through  October  15, 
the  Freedom  Pack  half  dollar  carries  the  lowest  surcharge  on  a  commemorative  in  recent  history,  with 
$3  going  to  the  Madison  Foundation,  and  $1  or  $2  to  the  ANA,  depending  on  the  success  of  the  sales. 
Production  costs  and  promotional  expenses  consumed  the  balance  of  Freedom  Pack’s  price. 

The  Freedom  Pack  was  launched  at  the  ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money®  in  Baltimore  last  July. 
While  the  show  was  an  instant  success,  the  ANA  and  the  Madison  Foundation  had  to  wait  for  the  results 
of  the  trial.  While  both  organizations  were  anxious  about  recouping  their  initial  investments,  they  were 
more  interested  in  the  success  or  failure  of  the  project. 

Numismatic  News  offered  immediate  support,  saying  in  an  August  3rd  editorial,  “If  they  gave  a 
prize  for  innovation,  it  would  have  to  go  to  the  James  Madison  Memorial  Foundation...  It  wouldn’t 
surprise  us  if  the  number  of  orders  is  a  bit  overwhelming.  After  all,  collectors  love  a  limited  edition.” 

Krause  Publications’  news  weekly  noted  that  while  the  Madison  Foundation  had  “found  another 
way  to  promote  sales  of  its  coins... the  primary  beneficiary  will  ultimately  be  the  ANA  and  the  hobby.” 

Coin  World  then  weighed  in  with  an  August  9th  editorial  that  asked,  “Do  American  collectors 
really  go  for  contrived  rarities?  The  American  Numismatic  Association  and  the  James  Madison  Memorial 
Foundation  are  about  to  find  out  in  relatively  short  order.” 

The  Amos  Press  publication  reported  that  ANA  admittedly  was  taking  a  gamble  with  the  project 
and  added,  “There  are  a  number  of  collectors  who  spurn  as  unholy  any  alteration  of  a  coin.  They  are 
the  people  who  are  likely  to  question  the  propriety  of  the  nation’s  largest  coin  collector  organization 
engaging  in  such  a  venture.” 

ANA  was  thankful  for  the  endorsement  from  Numismatic  News  and  accepted  the  concern 
expressed  by  Coin  World.  But  the  Association  wanted  to  see  this  project  through,  not  only  financially, 
but  also  as  a  barometer  for  any  similar  ventures  the  ANA  might  take  in  this  area  to  stimulate  the  hobby 
and  provide  the  collectors  with  something  new  and  different. 

The  jury  is  in,  and  we  were  successful.  At  this  writing,  before  the  close  of  sales,  ANA  has  filled 
requests  for  more  than  7,000  Freedom  Packs.  This  has  included  individual  and  multiple  orders  from 
collectors  and  dealers.  [Editor’s  Note:  Subsequent  to  our  receipt  of  ANA  President  Ganz’s  article,  a 
press  release  dated  October  18th  read  as  follows:  “The  American  Numismatic  Association  (ANA)  sold 
9,656  Freedom  Packs  as  of  the  close  of  primary  sales  on  October  15,  1993.”  However,  included  in  that 
number  were  more  than  700  Freedom  Packs  that  went  to  collectors  who  became  five-year  ANA  members 
or  who  renewed  their  ANA  memberships  for  five  years.]  The  ANA  and  the  Madison  Foundation  have 
recouped  their  initial  $5,000  investments  and  profited  from  the  venture. 

The  sale  of  the  coins  means  more  scholarship  funding  for  the  Madison  Foundation,  so  more 
teachers  can  tell  their  students  about  the  significance  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  It  also  means  additional 
funding  for  educational  programming  by  ANA,  so  more  collectors  can  explore  and  better  enjoy  their  wide 
and  varied  numismatic  avocation. 

Was  the  ANA  wrong  in  undertaking  this  trial  marketing  program?  I  don’t  think  so.  Will  we  try 
something  similar  in  the  future?  Yes,  because  we  learned  from  this  historical  experience,  and  we  can 
make  the  next  project  even  better.  Nothing  succeeds  like  success,  and  the  ANA  wants  all  collectors  to 
be  successful— even  if  it  means  a  trial  by  fire. 


♦  *  * 


And  so  we  have  “both  sides  of  the  commem’’... 
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IN  MEMORIAM 


*  * 


It  is  with  great  sadness  that  we  announce  the  passing  of  three  of  our  Society  members.  The  entire 
membership— directly  and  indirectly— will  miss  their  outstanding  contributions  to  our  club  and  to  numismatics  in 
general . 

JOHN  E.  LENKER  (R-0869,  CA)  -  John  was  very  prominent  in  the  numismatic  community,  serving  as  an  officer 
of  practically  every  club  in  Southern  California — particularly  in  the  Redlands  and  San  Diego  areas.  He  was  an 
exhibitor,  author  and  lecturer  as  well  as  the  “guiding  light”  of  the  International  Primitive  Money  Society.  John 
received  numerous  honors,  including  the  prestigious  Krause  Publications’  Numismatic  Ambassador  award,  and  his 
contributions  to  our  hobby  cannot  be  adequately  covered  in  the  small  amount  of  space  we  have  here.  Our  deepest 
sympathies  to  his  family,  especially  to  his  wife,  Kay  Edgerton  Lenker. 

HENRY  D.  PHILIPPSEN  (R-2J44,  CA)  -  Henry  was  a  very  dear  friend  and  a  dedicated  numismatist.  He  was 
very  active  in  Orange  County  clubs,  particularly  the  Orange  Coast  Coin  Club.  Although  Henry  was  a  relatively 
new  Society  member,  his  enthusiasm  grew  quickly  as  he  gained  more  and  more  knowledge.  His  presence  was  a 
“must”  at  all  Society  meetings  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Long  Beach  Expo.  We  will  all  be  much  poorer  for  the 
loss — not  only  to  our  club  but  to  our  hobby  as  well— of  this  wonderful  human  being. 

JOHN  A.  WENT  A  (R-0059,  CA)  -  John  was  one  of  our  Charter  Members.  His  avid  collecting  interests  were  not 
confined  to  commemorative  coins  but  stretched  from  one  end  of  numismatics  to  the  other.  However,  his  big  love 
was  the  commemorative  series,  and  he  found  great  pleasure  in  collecting  numerous  specimens  of  each  issue.  John 
and  his  lovely  wife,  Jean,  were  always  found  in  the  first  row  of  our  Long  Beach  Expo  meetings,  even  after  he  was 
no  longer  able  to  see  coins  without  the  aid  of  special  equipment.  We  will  miss  this  wonderful  gentleman  and  his 
support  of  all  our  Society  activities. 

*  *  * 

And  to  Roger  P.  Bryan,  Sr.  (LM-006,  FL),  on  behalf  of  our  officers 
extend  our  deepest  sympathies  on  the  passing  of  his  wife,  GINGER  BRYAN. 

Although  Ginger  was  not  a  member  of  the  Society,  her  loss  will  be 
indelibly  felt  by  our  members  as  well  as  the  entire  numismatic  community. 

Ginger,  as  most  of  you  know,  was  Florida  United  Numismatists’  secretary, 
director,  bourse  chairwoman,  convention  coordinator  and  helper  to  all.  She  was 
also  assistant  chairwoman  for  the  1992  ANA  Orlando  convention,  putting  her 
special  touches  on  every  facet  of  the  event. 

Ginger  epitomized  the  “fun”  in  the  FUN  organization.  She  was  the 
embodiment  of  all  that  is  good  about  our  hobby.  She  gave  a  helping  hand  to 
more  collectors  and  dealers  than  one  could  ever  enumerate.  She  could  always 
find  an  answer  that  somehow  eluded  others.  She  put  no  restrictions  on  her 
friendships,  a  quality  few  possess.  Her  sunny  disposition  and  warm  smile  never 
waned — even  in  the  midst  of  problems  or  emergencies.  She  seemed  to  have 
limitless  energy,  limitless  enthusiasm,  and  limitless  talent,  and  we  were  the 
beneficiaries. 

In  my  mind,  Ginger  was  never  accorded  the  proper  tribute  she  deserved. 

There  is  none.  No  material  award  could  adequately  recognize  her  service  to  others  and  the  happiness  she  brought 
to  so  many  people.  Now,  sadly,  only  the  angels  will  hear  that  warm  southern  greeting,  “Hi,  Sugar!  What  can  I 
do  to  help  you?” 
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